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VIRGINIA AND THE CHEROKEE INDIAN TRADE,
1753-1775*%
By W. NeiL FRANELIN

When young George Washington and his Virginia militiy ey
changed shots with French soldiers in the Ohio Valley in the spring of
1754 they precipitated the American phase of the Seven Years War,
In the face of an enemy with superior forces the Virginians retreas. ..
ed, leaving France, for the time at least, in control of all the disput-
ed transmontane territory. Hoping, perhaps, that they might he
made use of by Washington, or if too late for that, that they might
be sent against any Indians allied with the French, Cherokee war-
riors were requested by Governor Robert Dinwiddie in exchange for
war materials and other supplies. In July, 1734, Abraham Smith
was sent by the governor to the Cherokee to fetch the desired war
riors, but the chieftain, Old Hop, complained that no supplies had
as yet been sent, and that until such appeared no fighting men-’
need be expected.* This answer Old Hop requested the Virginia
trader, Richard Paris (or Pearis), to carry back to Dinwiddie, but
that Paris did so seems hardly likely, for that same month he wrote
the governor in his own behalf, requesting permission to take aver

the Long Island, or great Island, of the ITolston,? where he planned to
erect a trading post, probably in company with Nathaniel Gist. Din-
widdie replied that Paris could acquire the Long Island by going
through the proper legal forms,” and expressed the wish that Virgini

might supply the Cherokee, but he went on to state that he knew:
little of such matters. Nevertheless, that same month the governor
wrote that he had ordered powder and lead sent to the Cherokee,*

*This is a continbation of “Virginia and the Cherokee Indian Trade, 1673
1752%, in East Tenn. Hist. Soc, Publications, No. 4 { Knoxviile, 1932), 3-2L:
It was read at a meeting of the Society at Knoxville, Nov. 4, 1932

! South Carelina Indian Affairs, V, 14-20.

2 Near the present Kingsport, Tennessee,

3R. A, Brock (ed), The Official Records of Robert Dinwiddie, Lienten-
ant-Governor of the Colony of Virginia, 1751-1758 (Richmond, 1883), I, 266-
268. In his letter dated August 2, 1754, the governor remarked that he agreed
with Paris “that carrying liquor to the Indians is prejudicial to them and hurt
ful to trade”, yet a Carolina trader reported that upon Paris’ next trip to the
Cherokee he carried into the nation twenty kegs of rye whiskey (S. C. L A,
V, 41-47). .

4 Dinawiddie Letters, 1, 271,
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it is doubtful that any was actually received by the red men of
fountains.
| February, 1735, General Edward Braddock brought to Amer-
some fifteen hundred British redcoats to be used in conjunction
~the colonials in driving the French from the Ohio Valley.
bin a few weeks Governor Dinwiddie had sent into the Cherokee
itry Nathaniel Gist, who was to obtain as many warriors as pos-
. these to be amply furnished with war materials by Virginia.
governor’s instructions had said nothing about “a great and Con-
¢ T'rade”, but knowing the Indian nature and needs far bet-
than did Dinwiddie, Gist promised this on his own responsibility.®
first the Cherokee were visibly impressed, but soon their ardor
led; after all, had not Virginia often promised them a trade in
es past? and had very much ever come of these promises? Then
‘Carolina traders, some of whom had returned to their old
nts, may have plainly told the Indians that the governor’s letter
n reality said nothing at all of a trade. Moreover, the Cherokee
learned from the northern Indians that the latter planned to re-
ain neutral until they could foresee the outcome of the Anglo-
nch conflict.  And so it was that Gist returned to Virginia em-

handed.® 'The moral seemed plain: if Dinwiddie really desired
fierokee assistance, he must begin a regular trade with the red
iountaineers, and that soon.

With the approach of summer, 1755, General Braddock began his
mpaign, his immediate objective being the French fort, Duquesne, at
“forks of the Ohio River.! Moving into a wild country, most
ely infested with the enemy, there was exceeding need for caution,
i as scouts Cherokee warriors would have served well, and in the
t of a general engagement the Cherokee were well acquainted
with the principles of wilderness warfare. But Dinwiddie had not
it goods, and the Cherokee did not send warriors. The Cherokee
ght, or might not, have been able to save Braddock from disaster,
t disaster he did suffer when on the ninth of July, almost within
ht of his objective, his army was almost wiped out by a joint at-
ck of the French and their Indian allies. The governor of Vir-
a was probably stunned by the news, but immediately thereafter
me the clamors of frontier. folk for protection against roving
nds of French Indians turned loose against the western settlers.
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Again there was need of assistance, and again Dinwiddie turned ¢,
the Cherokee. His agent was the trusted Richard Paris, whe now
had to overcome not only the depressing effect of Braddock’s ge. -
feat, but also the machinations of the Carolina traders, whe left -
with the Indians the impression that his purpose in COming amep
them was not to bear any message from Virginia but to eollect irom -
them an obligation of some 2 500 pounds of deer skins. Payig roge -
to the occasion; in a public bonfire he burned his ledgers and ¢qp.
celled the debts. What ofher means, if any were necessary, the tragd. -
er used to gain his object does not appear, but when Richard Parig .
left the nation in September, 1755, he was at the head of four score
Cherokee warriors, all pledged to take part in the forthcoming cam-
paign of Major Andrew ILewis against the Francophile Shawnee®

When the new year, 1756, dawned, there was still great need of
native assistance, yet Virginia had begun no regular trade with the
Cherokee. "The only form of traific was the irregular expeditions of
individual traders, By this time there were those who feared that
the red mountaineers might be won to the enemy cause by French
emissaries, and then Virginia’s plight would be sad indeed, To
prevent such an outcome a plan was brought forward for the con-
struction, at some point along the Holston, of a combination fort
and factory.® Then, while this plan was being discussed in the colony,
Virginia dispatched delegates to Broad River, North Carolina, there -
to exert every effort to induce the Cherokee commissioners to consent
to a binding military alliance with the Old Dominion. Among those -
present at the conference was the aged emperor, Attakullakulla, who
now reminded the Virginians of his former attempts to encourage |
a trade between the two peoples and reiterated the desire of his pe
ple for the inauguration of a regular commerce that he hoped would
prove of “mutual advantage” 1 Strangely enough, however, il
treaty which was drawn up, that of March,

returnt for which the nation was to furnish Virginia with four han:
dred warriors. I

The war with the French was now in full swing; the frontiers
Were reeling under the repeated assaults of the French Indians

8 Vo. Burgesses, Journals, 1752-1758, pp. 379-381., Paris was later reimbursed
by the Virginia assembly for his cancellation of the Cherokee debt. Lo

®Va. Mag, XIX (1911}, 302-304. The above information was derived fro
a letter written by a Virginia clergyman, dated February 10, 1756, .

10 7bid,, XITT (1905-1906), 253-254.

1 ibid, XIII (1905-1906), 257-262.
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d again Dinwiddie turned § ediency demanded that Virginia keep faitl'} W'lth the Cherokeej.?
ted Richard Paris, who pe so it was that the promised fort was bu_llt in the sumimer 0-
ng effect of Braddock’s de , built upon the northern bank of the Little Tennessge Rnf;el,
> Carolina traders, who 1ef ¢ the Cherckee village of Chota, f‘md some twen_ty—fwe mlgs
s purpose in coming amon thwest of the present city of Knoxviile.” The Indians .nat.urad ¥
Virginia but to collect fro; ected Virginia to garrison the fort, but Governor D1nw1d§11e e-
s of deer skins. Parig o od doing so, fearing that the Cherokee had already detel:m_med to
burned his ledgers and o4 with France. * Just a few months after the Old Dominion hadl.1
ny were necessary, the trs 1pleted its stronghold in the Overhill Cherokee country the Souz |
ar, but when Richard Papi olinians, feeling rather bitterly toward _Vn'glma_ folx; the latter (51
as at the head of four seg; arent aspirations toward primacy in Indlap affairs, con‘strucFe
art in the forthcoming cag -garrisoned Fort Loudoun, located approximately at the junction
he Francophile Shawnee. the Teltico and Little Tennessee rivers, and only a few miles from
lere was still great need g Virginia fort.*® It was probably the builldmg‘ of Fort Loudot?r? tl}at
L 1o regular trade with th ung the Cherokee definitely to the English side and sent thei t.’?.‘:ll’
the irregular expeditions o es scouring the Ohio country in search .Df the French—favogng
vere those who feared tha hawnee'®  And to assure the mountain Indians of the UNWAaverng
he enemy cause by Freng upport of their English allies there could, perhaps, be nothing more

vould be sad indeed. Tt icacious than the establishment of an orderly, abundant trade.

ught forward for the cg Although in August, 1756, the governor of Virginia had statelcl
on, of a combination {5 t he stood ready to encourage intercourse Witl} the _Cherorlfee,

ing' discussed in the colon veral months passed before the colony took official action. Lhen,
tver, North Carolina, there the late spring of 1757, the assembly appointed five men to serve
€ commissioners to consen “The Trustees of the Indian Factory of Virginia” and_ appro-
1 Dominion. Among tho riated the sum of five thousand pounds for use in “establishing a
peror, Attakullakulla, wh de with the Indians in alliance with his majesty.” The trustees
ner attempts to encoura hould permit no liquor to be carried into the Indian country, and
ated the desire of his pe y should choose as ‘factors men willing to be bonded that they
nerce that he hoped would uld engage in no private trade.®® Virginia's object was not fi-
ely enough, however, th Whcial gain, for the goods were to be disposed of at cost and the
h, 1756, omitted all ¢ its and skins received therefor should be exchanged for other

alulla may have expe ods which in turn would be sold to the Indians without profit.*®
Virginians remained tr

the Cherokee country,
1 Virginia with four hun

2N, C. Hist. Rew, 11 (1923), 300.
13 ji\’xfrc}(;;balttltsﬁenderson, (The Conquest of the Old Southwest (New York,
S i i part of this
o ina Public Records, XXVT, 84-105. Transcripts of par
ériessat.)ls;dlincta}fghl\r/lli(llgngCCollectiori, Lawson McGhee Library, Knoxville, Ten-
essee.

; L, 1T (1925), 315-322, )
.t:%‘rheC'CiIe‘l;éi(e}gw};owevgr, w)c;uld not send the four hundred warnor}) to
rginia, because o,f the disconcerting influence'of t.he Carolina }:rader% (Vy:-
widdie Letters, 1, 555-556) and of the colony’s failure to garrisen the Vir-
inia. fort.

ST Dinawiddie Letters, 11, 487,
18 Hening, Statufes, VII, 116-118,
19 Dinwiddie Lelters, 11, 640,
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The trustees, finding few wares in the colony suitable for trading
purposes, ordered a great quantity of supplies from England.=» Tha
Cherokee grew impatient, but Dinwiddie bade them wait until the
goods should come by ship, promuising them that a caravan would ba
sent into their country in the spring of 1758, at which time the
Virginia fort would also be garrisoned. Spring came, but it broughy
the Cherokee neither garrison nor goods from Virginia; just another
instance, the red men must have reasoned, in which the Chesapealq,i
colony had made them smooth promises which, in the end, had proy:
ed meaningless. Virginia apparently attempted no excuses, offereg
no apologies; relations, long tense, became even more so. Carolina
settlers had, for some time, been encroaching upon hunting langs
claimed by the mountain Indians; the trade from Carolina had been,
severely curtailed; several warriors were killed as a result of a dif-
ference of opinion as to red or white ownership of certain horses:
along the Virginia frontier: and then, somewhat later, other trihes:
men, accused of deserting the Forhes expedition against Fort Dy

quesne, were accorded humiliating treatment,? Young and thought

less Cherokee warriors sought to embroil their nation in war with
the English, but even vet some there were who clung desperately to
the hope of a trade with Virginia, a trade which might dispel th

grim spectre of war. In January, 1759, the emperor himself came:
again to Williamshurg to make the now familiar plea to the colony’

new executive, Francis Fauquier. The latter believed that all dif
ferences were adjusted, and promised to begin the trade the coming
spring.®  But the blood-thirsty warriors did not regard all difference

as adjusted; at last it was indeed too late to begin the trade, fo

war with the Cherokee was a reality.

“The Trustees of the Indian Factory of Virginia” had failed to
prevent war with the Indian “allies”; their raison d'etre was to
more. A caravan of supplies, far on the way to Cherokee-lan
had to be recalled, and early in 1760 the trustees were ordered to
sell the goods accumulated for trading purposes, and to balance all
accounts with the treasurer of the colony.® When the scheme fo
a public trade came to an untimely end, all legal intercourse with
the warring Indians ceased. If the Cherokee could be prevented
from obtaining war materials from without, then the conflict could

20 Ihid, 11, 657, :
22 Ihid., 11, 700. Tt was probably intended that the Virginia fort should serve
as a trading factory. .
4422i5F0r the causes of the Cherokee War, consult N. (. Hist. Rew., 1 (1925);
-458,
23 e, Burgesses, Jowrnals, 17581761, p. 267.
*¢ Hening, Statutes, VII, 354-355,
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rought to a more immediate conclusion. Fortunately, the French
suffered a series of recent reverses and were unable to send
p?!ies to the Cherokee, although some English traders, spurred
. by hope of wartime profit, did engage in an illicit traffic, which,
iing of 1758, at which time wever, must have been inconsiderable.”® Military expeditions pene-
ned.™ Spring caine, but it broﬁg ated far into the enemy country, laying waste the fields and vil-
yoods from Virginia; just another gé In the beginning the Indians had regarded the white man’s
Egsoned, in which the Chesapeale es as luxuries, but after two or three generations of contact with
lises whicly, in the end, had pro i some commodities had come to be virtual necessities, and it
ly attempted no excuses, offer as the hope of supplies, in part at least, that inspired the Cherokee
became even more so. Caroli sue for peace affer many months of wastefu] warfare®® The
encroaching upon hunting lan spect of peace appeared welcome to the Virginians, also, and
he trade from Carolina had be ir participation in the war came to an end when a treaty of peace
were killed as a result of a ¢ as signed in November, 1761 at Fort Robinson. ‘The Virginia
hite ownership of certain horse #t of 1756 had been destroyed by the Indians in the course of the
en, somewhat later, other tribi ent conflict,” and so Fort Rohinson, on the Long Island of the
bes expedition against Fort Dy {ston, had been erected by the Virginia troops, as it happened,
reatment.”  Young and thoughi ¢ before the conclusion of hostilities.®

.? ]i;:i_le %ﬁi iiiion dm war 1“’# With the Cherokee in dire need of European goods, Fort ’Robiq-
2 trade which ngi lefp?‘ate, t - might well have become the center of a thriving trade. T hat it
1750, the em ero:'ghl‘ tl:;pel thi 1d: not becgmg such would seem to be owing larg_e]y to the apathy
oW ,famiiiar P ea ¢ Ig‘lse £ ca the provincial government. In the very month in which peaceful
The latter beﬁe\;edoth'e COIO!_I,_ ations were resumed Governor Fau.quler S’Fa‘[ed to the Virginia
d to begin the trad ti;t all C.hf embly that he was ‘futterly unacquamt‘ed”wﬁh the Advantages to
ors did not reear (? ?l d‘effcoml' : expected from carrying on a lTrade w1lth the Cherokee, and that
too late t bb' all diference wonld “refer the consideration of this matter wholly” to that
© 10 begn the trade, fo ody.?® But the assembly appeared no more interested than the gov-

ifc-)ry of Vireinia” had failed or in the development of the_ coIO}ly’f; .peltry trade, so no ofﬁ(’:ial
"5 their 7 (;.w% d}“; ailed ) ion was taken. In the meantime, individual traders were wending
on the way to Cli re kwas no heir way, as of oldi along the path to the Cherokee country, where
o the trustf?;s " ero.dee.—lan hey d1sposed of thel‘r wares at advanced rates.af’ it seems, ‘Foo, that
ng putpo ere o1 (ﬂed.. 1761 Nathaniel Gist purchased from the Indians, for trading pur-
purposes, and to balance: ses, the Tong Island of the Holston,™ possession of which had
cen sought, seven years before, by Richard Paris. | A military ob-
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25 [7q. Gagette, Janvary 16, 176L

‘26 Williams, Timberlake's Memoirs, 96,

27 Thid., p. 58, n. 30. On Timberlake's map appears the legend: “Built by the
Virginians 1756 and soon after destroved by the Ind:ans”. See also Henderson,
ed that the Virginia fort should s %{d Southwest, 68, and Reuben Gold Thwaites, Daniel Boone (New York, 1902),
8 § . Williams, “Fort Rohinson on the Holston”, in Tast Tenn, Hist. Soc.,
FPublications, No. 4 {Knoxville, 1932), 22-31,

20 g, Burgesses, Jouwrnals, 1761-1765, p. 6.

W, Q. 5: 65 p 534

81 Summers, Southwest Va,, 83.

consult N. C. Hist, Rev., 11 (1925
27, '
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server, leaving the Cherokee towns in March, 1762, noted at e
evacuated Fort Robinson a goodly store of flour and other goods
that had belonged “to a private trader” referring, possibly, to Gis
Some Virginians took advantage of the collapse of the scheme for
public trade and bought, preparatory to entering the trade themselyes
goods from among those thrown on the market by the “Trustees o
the Indian Factory”

But the wants of the Cherokee were marny, and apparently the
could not he met by the Virginians wndependently trading amgq
them, for they continued to request a greater trade. One delegation.
appeared hefore the council in January, 1762, receiving a very en
couraging reply **  then the military ohserver referred to ahove wa;
mnstructed a few weeks later by the headmen of the nation “to Dresg
the Governor of Virginia to open trade” ;* and hefore the year was
out there were doubtless other, hut unrecorded, attempts of the Ins
dians to increase the volume of traffic, An unusual opportunity ty
smooth over trading difficulties was afforded by the gathering af
Augusta, Georgia, in November, 1763, of representafives from most
of the southern colonies and from most of the southern Indian na.
tions. The conference was called by John Stuart, Superintendent
of Indian Affairs in the Southern District of North America,*
primarily for the purpose of explaining to the red men the changed
political situation brought about by Britain’s defeat of France and
Spain in the late war. This done, the matter of trade came up for’
discugsion. According to Attakullakulla, Virginia traders had been
coming among his people, but for their goods they had asked * . ..
exorbitant prices, and got their Skins for almost nothing.-. .”
and judging by the fact that the emperor was now asking for “gaod
Traders, staid men”, several of them had probably been “ybimg_
riotting Fellows”, who had cormmitted distarbances, Especially de-.
sired were traders from Virginia, but in his reply to the defegation
of mountain Indians Superintendent Stoart stated that the provincial
gsovernment could not require the private trader to go anywh
that the latter could and would follow his own inclinations, ;2
that the price of goods depended entirely upon the agreement react
ed between him and the Indian purchaser.® However, the trea
which concluded the conference did provide, among other - things,

—_—
52 Williams, Timberlake's Memaoirs, 38. :
See, e, g, ibid., 122 and Fa, Burgesses, Journals, 1761-1765, pp. 2082
8 Va, Mag,, XV1 (1908), 142
3 Williams, Timberlake's Memoirs, 117. :
¥ The office had been created in 1755, but Stuart’s appointment wa

cent date,
8 C. 0. 5: 63, pp. 534, 539, 540, 552.
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in March, 1762, noted at:
;’E’oi";a of flour and other g0
7 referring, possibly, to Gis
he collapse of the scheme {4
> entering the trade themse|
he market by the “Trustees

the superintendent and the southern governors should encour-
fie traders to frequent the Indian towns,*® although it remained
. seen how faithfully this provision would be observed. ‘

.o Cherokee war had wrought the ruin of the recent scheme
public trade. With the close of hostilities trade relations had
esumed and, owing to the urgent need of the red men for
jes, the interchange of commodities had gone forward at a
‘rate. But when the most pressing needs had been met the
e of trade naturally declined, and many traders then sought
- employment. In the spring of 1765 a report was sent the
in superintendent as to the number of traders in the Cherokee
i, and those from the Old Dominion received bare mention.®
iew of the Virginia government's traditional reluctance to be-
o conmected with the Indian trade,* it is difficult to explain why
“rustees of the Indian Factory” were now revived, or re-
ated. The sum of 2500 pounds was appropriated for the use of
rustees, goods were to be ordered from England, and the Chero-
trade placed on a non-profit basis.*! T'o serve as factor, a cer-
David Ross was selected and, although the assembly had passed
hill in May, 1765, it was exactly a year later before Ross made
appearance among the Cherokee. The latter had already asked
Virginia government to use its good offices in mediating between
1selves and the Ohio Indians, chiefly the Shawnee, with whom
- had been at war for a long while. The governor and council
riully acquiesced, for they knew very well that Shawnee raiding
rties would not hesitate to attack Virginia caravans carrying sup-
s to their own enemies.”” The officials, however, hoped for not
nly peace with the Ohio Indians, but trade as well; in fact, they
ve to be supplied from the same warehouse as the Cherokee.*® This
rehouse was to be located at the Long Tsland of the Holston, and
as especially to acquaint the Indians with the design that Factor
ss had come among them in the spring of 1766. The Cherokee,
wever, refused to entertain the project for a moment. About the
g TIsland, they said, lay their very best hunting groinds; cattle
longing to the whites might be slain by careless warriors; trouble
ould ensue; and eventually the entire trading scheme would pos-
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38 C, 0. 5: 65 p. 560
s (. 323: 23, L 4 None of the traders in the report held Virginia
enses, but two of them were referred to as the “Gentlemen from Virginia”.
40 The act of 1757 was, of course, a war measure.
41 Hening, Stofuies, VIII, 114-118; a. Burgesses, Journals, 1766-1769, passim,
742 Clarence Edwin Carter, (ed.), The Correspondence of General Thomas
Gage with the Secretaries of State, 1763-1775 (New Haven, 1931}, I, 222,
#C 0, 5: 66 p 808

rerials, 1761-1768, pp, 208-200

Stuart’s appointment was of (=
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sibly be overthrown. Therefore, it would be wise not to estah]
a trading post nearer than Chiswell’s Mine.** To the factor this wa
a disappointment, truly enough, vet he was able to leave a good 3
pression among the red men hoth by his demeanor and by his prog
to send them “Ammunition in a couple of Moons, if the Norway
[i e, the northern Indians] [would] permit himi”* The ammpy
tion may have been sent, but the silence of the records would se
to indicate that it was not. Be that as it may, 2 strange rym
arose.  According to report received by Superintendent Stuart, Hy
tor Ross, following his conference with the Cherokee in May, 176
had returned to the Old Dominion, collected a cargo of goods, af
started back to the Indian country. Before reaching their destin
tion, however, Ross and six associates were set upon and brugs)
murdered,*®  Stuart helieved that the outrage had heen perpetry
by Cherckee hot-heads, bent upon vengeance for the killing, a ¥
or so before, of several of their warriors in the frontier county
Augusta. ¥ A message of sharp protest was sent the head-men
the nation,”® who courteously, but firmly, denied the allegations mad
against them, and stated further that a careful investi

failed to reveal any evidence concerni

As a matter of fact, Ross had not been murdered, the report bej
as the superintendent informed Governor  Fauquier a little lat
“without foundation”’ "The origin of the rumor remains wne
tain. When David Ross returned from the Indian country at som
date prior to December, 1768, he reported to the Trustees of th
Indian Factory that commercial intercourse with the Cherokee wol
be attended by many “Inconveniences”, and it was this discouraging
report which caused the trustees to abandon the project of a pu
trade.®

Yet it was just as well that the board of trustees gave up hop
of expanding the Cherokee fraffic in the manner planned, fo
June, 1767, the English privy council disallowed the Virginia stat

4 Where Wiytheville, Virginia, Is now located,
: 820.

C, 0. 5: 66 p. _

8C. 0. 5: 68, p. 197. Stuart's report was from an agent in the Cheto
country, and was dated January 21, 1767. See, too, Gage Correspondence, I
138,

£ For the Augusta county incident, consult C. Q. 5. 1331, pp. 17-25
$8C 0. 5: 68 p. 200 :

, pp. 241-242, The letter was dated April 11, 1767, Consu

Gage Correspondence, 1, 140 -
52C. 0. 5: 71, p. 120, “Inconveniences” probably referred to the Shaw:
menace, Cherokee opposition tg a warehouse on the Long Island, and the

easily inflamed spirits of many of the younger warriors, ;

aled s the e
bject only
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1767 a number of trading regulations.® Besides stating in dogy
what each trader might, or might not do, the regulations Provideq
that each license to trade must be approved by the proper COImMmig..
sary. Within a short time Governor Fauquier was studying Stuap
scheme and devising a reply to his request that Virginia COODerats
in promoting harmony among the red nations to the west, “I kng
nothing”, Fauquier wrote, “of the Proclamation of the 7th Octohe
17637, for it was this that Stuart had cited as his anthority t,
issue the regulations. The governor would not deny the desirabiiity'
of uniform trade regulations, hut in the absence of any instructions_'
from the home government he felt powerless to act, Virginia lay,

required no licenses of those engaging in the Indian trade, and if he.

moved in this direction he would he “infringing the Liberty of the.

Subject”.™ Such defiance the superintendent did not encountey i
the other provinces, and in the summer following he instructed the:
southern governors to enforce an additional restriction, namely,
that all traders should be bonded in individual amotnts of three huy.

dred pounds.™ Fauquier’s comment was that, although he could

prevent no one from trading, he knew “of no law to Restrain [him]:

from granting licenses to all who apply for them”, and that he im.
agined there would be many such “when they find themselves unde

difficulties for want of them”.% Bonding the traders could be done’
only by the provincial authorities, and herein Fauquier enjoyed the:

advantage. The governor never mentioned the matter of bonds to
Stuart, but the latter doubtless mterpreted Fauquier’s silence to

mean that in Virginia he need expect no observance of his latest

regulation.®  And if Virginia persisted in acting independently, even

though every other southern colony obeyed Stuart’s instructions, his’

plan for a uniform trading system among all the Indians of his dis-
trict might have to be abandoned.

Apparently, there was little more that the superintendent could
do; the governor of Virginia stood adamant in his opposition to the
imperial plan.  Waiting brought an unexpected result ; in March,
1768, Francis Fauquier died, his death removing what appeared to
be the one great obstacle in Stuart's path.  The president of the

provineial council, John Blair, now became acting governor: his at-

titude toward a uniform trade Stuart did not, of course, know, hut

8¢, 0. 5: 68, pp. 219 ¢f seq.

57 This statement was not exactly honest. Consult C. Q. 5. 69, p. 313

58 C, O. 5: 70, pp. 273-274.

% C. Q. 5: 68, p. 271,

“C. 0. 5: 69, p. 265

8 The Stuart-Fauguier controversy is summarily reviewed in Gage Corre-
spondence, T, 144-145,

o 111113

: jceﬂsef
pound

was
who

- were
S to S
subs
volvi



octety's Publicati o .
J ications Virginia and the Cherokee Indian Trade 33

15.°% Besides stating in (af
t do, the regulations pProvi
proved by the proper commy
Fauquier was studying Stia
equest that Virginia coope
nations to the west. “T &
clamation of the 7th Octoly
had cited as his authority
ould not denty the desirabi]
he absence of any instructing
owerless to act. Virginia .
‘1.11 t1_1e Indian trade, and if
infringing the Liberty of
itendent did not encounte
v following he instructe
1F1ditio11a1 restriction, name
lividual amounts of three hij
was that, althongh he cog
of no law to Restrain [hi
y for them”, and that he
el they find themselves und
ng the traders could he dd
‘herein Fauquier enjoyed th
oned the matter of bonds
preted Fauquier’s silence
1o observance of his Iaf
in acting independently, eve
yed Stuart’s instructions, h
ng all the Tndians of his’d

mediately informed Blair that all Virginia traders must obtain
s from their governor and that he, Styart, would be duty
|- to prevent those without licenses from entering the Indian
ry.**  As events proved, however, it mattered not at all what
thought ; it was the English ministry, not a recalcitrant gover-
hat Dlasted Stuart’s fond hopes. In a communication dated
April the superintendent was told that economy and other rea-
tiad dictated the abandonment of the plan of 1764 with its
- jmperialized Indian relations, and that the regulation of trade
revert to the individual colonies.”® ‘Theoretically, Virginia now
+d that freedom of trade which she had enjoyed prior to 1764;
Iy, it was not resumption at all, for Virginia had never re-
d the plan of that year as binding in the least degree, but on
ontrary had continually disregarded it.

the colonial period wore on the character of the Indian trader
e progressively worse. Time was when worthy whites had
smong the red men, had tanght them the simple mechanic arts,
nereased their knowledge of agsiculture, had extended them long-
“credits, and by so doing had won the respect and confidence
e natives.®* ‘That time had fong since passed, and now it was
stional to hear a trader spoken of kindly. Governor Dinwiddie,
during the darkest days of the French and Indian war, had
tantly requested the traders’ assistance, referred to them as
ndoned Wretches”. ™  Between 1764 and 1768 all traffic had
-~ supposedly, under the supervision of imperial agents, yet it
one of the latter, unsparing in his condemmation of the traders,
o wrote from the Cherokee countsy that “No Nation was ever
fested with such a set of Villains, and horse thieves”.* When
xperiment in imperial control was abandoned, conditions which
already reprehensible became well nigh intolerahle.” According
Superintendent Stuart, it was only the red men’s “incapacity of
sting without Furopean Commodities, as well as the fear of in-
g their Country with us; [that}renders them so passive to
enormities of the Traders”.®™  Stuart exerted himself to obtain

at the  superintendent conl
nant in his opposition to th
nexpected result; in March
removing what appeared
ath.  The president of th
me acting governor; his a
id not, of course, know, bir

C. 0. 5: 70, pp. 294-295, .
. 0. 5: 70, p. 313 The commissaries were withdrawn from the Tndian

ntry, although some remained as deputies of the superintendent, whose office
‘not abolished by the decision of 1768.

James Adait, The History of the American Indigns (London, 1775), 414,
8 Dipewiddie Letters, 11, 50

8C, 0. 5. 67, p. 420. The date was August, 1766. Note also General
ge's castigation of the traders as a class, ¢ g, Gage Correspondence, T, 96-97.

C. O.5: 70, p. 493,
@ O, 323: 17, p. 497. The statement was made in 1764, but it would

applied with even greater force to the years following 1768.

Consult C. O, 5: 69, p. 313,
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the enactment by the provincial assemblies within his district of sipy;
lar laws regulating the trade, but the results were very disappoinf
i And so the quasi-chaotic conditions in the Indian counts.
contimued, '

Then, too, there were other things to ruffle the red man’s tempes
It has already been pointed out that white encroachment upon [y,
dian hunting g iti

War.

recent war, and by the king’s proclamation of 1763." Held in leash,
but not for long; by the late 1760’s settlers were Swarming acro
the Alleghenies and pouring down those rich western valleys throug
which coursed streams wending thejr way to the Mississippi.™ Fro
Virginia and North Carolina came bands of pioneers i '

on until by 1769,
River the most a

of treaties, carefully definin
colonies. At Hard Labour, South Carolina, in 1768, the Cheroke
assented to a proposal for delimiting their territories with respec
to Virginia. The line as provided for™ did not, however, rtui-
n wished, with the result
that vigorous protests were made. Stuart pointed out that the a4
vance of white settlers would inevitably wreck the Indian trade
mmportant factor in preserving harmonious relations between  the.
races. This Virginia, although she attempted to evade the
could not deny, and she at length countered with the argumettt
the returns from traffic with the natives could not he expected
equal the profits to be derived from the employment in th
lands of industrious laboring ten. Virginia, then, was wi 11t
sacrifice the peltry trade, and this she did, in a sense, when h
sistence brought about the desired westward extension of the boun
ary line. By the treaty of Iochaber, 1770, the line was to begi

-—_ :
% Clarence Walworth Alvord, The Mississippi Falley in  British
(Cleveland, 1917), IT, passim.
70 Forbidding scttlement west of the Alleghenies, :
) 71 Consult Justin Winsor, The Westward M ovement {Boston and Ne
7). -

" Ramsey, Annals of Tenn., 93-103. The Watauga settlement was.
near the present Elizabethton, in upper East Tennessee, :
= C 0. 5: 70, pp. 153-108.
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sland of the Holston and run north

x miles east of the Long I
4

confluence of the Kanawha and Ohio rivers,
satisfactory boundary,

had been difficult enough to arrange 2
- was even more difficult, nay, impossible, to keep the whites
eir side of the line. And if the red man disliked the encroach-

lite encroachment upo ottlers, how much more cordial must have been his dislike of

lt}ng causes of the Chero ‘who went just in advance of those same settlers, that is, the

flict, and of the war: rs. Following the paths long used by the traders, these hunt-

ettlement was held in Ie ent well beyond the limits of settlement and there proceeded

ced by the demands of of shooting the animals and

n of 1763."" Held i le d certain distinct advantages

:t.lers were swarming ag . the former halted when he reached the hunting
rich western valleys thros inds, while the latter had to journey to the native villages; and
' to the Mississippi.™ T ‘1 of the trader’s bulky pack, the hunter carried only his rifle
s of pioneers, roving in - goodly supply of powder and shot, But to poach upon Indian
and some of these contin ves was a dangerous occupation, as not a few of the hunters
the hanks of the Watan vered; when caught by the Cherokee the poachers would be
ent.” To quiet the fe: shly crebuked and released only after they had been relieved of
~of English encroachme kins they had accumulated.”™ But the profits, in an enterprise
e with the red men a se h required practically no original outlay, were SO great that the
- boundaries of the southe iters determined to yun the risk of encountering Indian opposition.
111.121, in 1768, the Cherol ot it seemed to the Cherokee that their guns were “Ratling ev-
el territories with resi)e way”," and then, as if to overawe the red men, they began to
* did not, however, ru : 'sce into great groups, in one cecorded instance counting half
on wished, with the resul tundred rifles and threatening to shoot the Cherokee themselves

rt pointed out that th having protested against the vast slanghter of deer.™

ke o To { he situation was 2 ravated enough, to be sure, but there was
a . de ggl g
ious relations between. f

:'dditional complication afforded by the incursions of the so-called
empted to evade the iss tern Indians,™ in reality, the Shawnee and neighboring tribes
red with the argument.t
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he Ohio Valley. Between these Tndians and the Cherokee there
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e employment in the s :

' hunting parties from both north and south, and it is not surpris-

‘that, at times, these parties clashed.” “Wars” rather easily
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ment of the foe, upon whom they would fall in what won
ably be reported as a sanguinary “batile”* Periods of peace and.
strife alternated, but as the 1760’s advanced those of peace came 4
be of briefer duration. To the Indian superintendents, Sir Williy 0
Johnson in the northern district and John Stuart in the sOuthes
such intertribal conflict was most undesirable; it menaced the safe
of traders and, besides, other tribes might at any time be ¢
rendering control of the situation problematical, Johnson
art, therefore, exerted themselves to effect a reconciliation,
Cherokee even sent a delegation of chieftains to New York a4
later to Pittshurgh to negotiate. All efforts, however, proved .
availing, and still the “northern Indians” sent raiding parties far
mnto the Cherokee country, leaving that nation in a state of constay
anxiety.® '
Small wonder that Virginia's trade with the Cherokee as steadil
declining. The mountain Tndians were in a dangerous mood, o
casioned by the malpractices of traders, the trespassing of hunters
the approach of white settlements, and the fear of raids by thei
red foemen from the Ohio. Nevertheless, times had changed, an
goods upon which the Cherokee had once looked as desirable, by
nonessential, had now become necesssities; their dependence upor
goods of Furopean manufacture was almost complete.’® Regardless
then, of the Indian’s real attitude toward the white man, it was neces
sary to assume the guise of friendliness and respectfully petition fdr
supplies. From Virginia the Cherokee received virtually no en
couragement. When the provincial government became convince
of the impracticability of a public trade and ordered the abandos
ment of the 1765 project it set its face firmly in one direction and
thereafter refused to budge; to all later schemes savoring of subs
sidized intercourse it turned a deaf ear. For that matter, the Old
Dominion failed even to regulate private trade. As previously pointéd
out, Governor Fauquier had made no requirement of trading license
and had made no attempt to have his assembly pass a licensing law:
Doubtless some Virginians fell into the easy habit of carrying goods

1d P[‘O

rawn §

# For one of the Cherokee-Shawnee “battles” see . W, T Bickley, History of;
gge Seitlement and Indian Wars of Tazewell County, Virginia (Cincinnati, 1852

#In C. O. 5: 70-75 there are numerous, though scattered, references to the
desultory conflict between the Cherokee and the nations of the Ohio countr
See also Gage Correspondence, 1, passim.

82 Superintendent Stuart had spoken of this as early as 1764 (C. O, 323: 1
p. 497). TFor their deer-skins the Cherokee demanded a wide variety of good
some of which were as follows: blankets, shirts, handkerchiefs, knives, beads;
oil, wire, hoes, hatchets, paints, guns and ammanition (C. 0. 323: AT
See, too, Gage Correspondence, I, 278, 335.
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fie Cherokee without troubling to obtain express permission for
oing, and therein probably lies the explanation of Acting Gover-
Blair's statement to the home government in 1768 that he

of no one in the colony then engaged in the Indian trade.

ade to the governor, OF

licenses had been m
gh to attract public notice, he would
dly have known of it, as was, of course, the case. Those Vir-
ians who did veature into the traffic® were few in number and
+e unable to supply the Cherokee with more than a minimum of
sssary articles, hence the repeated requests for a greater trade.
Hese requests were made at every opportunity, and the plight of
fnountain Indians was carried to the attention of the Virginia
inment through variots channels of commmunication. At one
it might be through the superintendent at some Indian con-
s,%° at another through Virginia agents,” or again, as in the
miner of 1770, by special messenger sent directly to the provincial
ncil at Williamsburg. In the latter instance, the native complaint
as that the Old Dominion had been very neglectful, that war was
catening with the Creek Indians, that in such eventuality supplies
Carolina would be cut off, and that the Cherokee wonld be
destitute unless aid was sent by their white “prothers” to the

d fall in what would:
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The response of the governor, now T,0ord Botetourt, was to the
et that Virginia had recently tried the experiment of a public
de, that so many dangers had attended it that it could not be
aintained, that so far as he knew those dangers still existed, that
private trade was the only kind to be depended upon, that such
uld be great or small depending upon the mutual profits derived
erefrom, and that he hoped the problem of supplying the Cherokee
ould in large measure be solved by the projection of white settle-
ents nearer their towns.” In this latter observation the governor fail-
| to fake into consideration the fact that the extension of white settle-
ent connoted the delimiting of the red man’s hunting grounds, the
uly source from which he derived his peltry, which was in turn
| that he could offer the trader in exchange for the varied com-

see G. W. 1. Bickley, History
idy, Virginia (Cincinnati, 185

saC. Q. 5: 1346, p. 187
8¢ That Governor Blair’s statement was misleading is shown by the fact
hat the English customs records indicate no break in the importation of peltry
rom Virginia.

85 A at the congress of Lochaber in 1770 (C. O. 5: 72, p. 60).

88 Ag Lewis and Walker, when (1769) they were discussing with the Indians
he subjects to be considered at the Lochaber congress (Ve Mag., XIII {1905-
902?,C 33-34).

0. 5: 72, pp. 69-75.
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modities he sp urgently needed, At times, too, as in 1774, the pel. '
try market sank to such low levels that the trader woutd Teceive g,
little for that which was so troublesome to obtain that gz trip ingg
the Indian country was hardly remunerative.”® But even when quot,.
tions ranged high, promising the trader handsome Profits, he
compelled to consider the matter of his personal safety. Participa;
tion in the Cherokee trade was attended with enormous rigk, Along
the trading path one might be ambushed and murdered by
“northern Indians”, and when the Cherokee towns were reached
one’s sense of security was little heightened, what with the rising
tide of resentment against the whites in general and the traders as
a class.  Richard Paris, whose acquaintance with the Cherokee’
dated back to the beginning of the French and Indian War, cop..
tinued to trade as usual and there may have been others S0 admired
by the Indians that their personal safety was assured.® Such, how- -
ever, was very exceptional ; most of the older traders must have de-:
serted the calling, and there was certainly nothing about the trade:
to attract newcomers. ' -
The knell of Virginia's traffic with the Cherokee had sounded
Strong bands of white hunters slaughtered the deer in what had so
recently been the red man’s hunting grounds, and those animals that
escaped the hunters’ marksmanship would nevitably be driven away
by the onward rush of white settlement, By chance it was the -
American Revolution that brought to an end a trade, the collapse -
of which could not have heen long delayed.

— )
88 C. 0. 5: 75 p. 352, The Indians were never able to understand shift:

commodity prices, brought about by market fluctuations (Adair, Amer, Indi

170). :

82 1n 1770 the Chergkee wished to bestow upon Paris, his son, and 2
some land as a token of appreciation {C. O, §: 72, p. 69), .




