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Before the copper-colored aborigines of North America ever
‘came into contact with men whose sking were lighter than their
own, they weil understood the meaning of commerce. Warrior
raded with warrior; village traded with village; tribe traded
\ When the explorers of the sixteenth century put
in at points all along the Atlantic seaboard they almost invari-

and skins. With the establishment in 1607 of England’s first
manent American settlement, that of Jamestown in Virginia,
ade with the Indians began in earnest. For many years this
as probably the most lucrative oceupation in the colony. The
ly trade was conducted for the most part by boats which plied
e waters of tidewater Virginia, of Chesapeake Bay, and, to a
extent, of the regions farther north.2 But ag the sequel
ved, this coastal commerce was but a passing phase; as more
nd more colonists came to the shores of the Chesapeake the
ians along the coast withdrew into the interior, and colonial
ipping found greater profits in other channels. By the middle’
' the seventeenth century Virginia’s Indian trade had prac-
lly deserted the seaways and was advancing inland across
he piedmont, assuming aspects which were to characterize it
for the remainder of the colonial period.
Not even the early trade had been entirely dependent upon
¢ use of vessels. From the beginning there were times when

"1_James Mooney, Myths of the Cheroliee (Buresnu of Ameriean Bthnology, Nine-
ith dnnual Report, Washington, 1800), part 1, p. 235.

‘28usan Myra Kingsbury, ed., Besords of the Virginia Company of London (Wash-
fbon, 1906, 2 vola.), passim; Alexander Brown, The Genesis of the United States
oston and New York, 1890, 2 vols.), passim.
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the supply of food ran low in the red man’s wigwam; then it
was that he anxiously sought out the white colonist, purehasing
from him life-sustaining grain at the cost even of parting with
the dressed skins with which he clothed himself.® But generally
it wag the white frader who might have been seen making hig
way among the Indian towns nearest the plantations, disposing
of knives and heads and eloth for beaver pelts and deer skins,
The natives wanted more, too, than knives and beads and ecloth;
they wanted what the whites had demonstrated were far snperior
to their own bows and arrows, namely, firearms. And so in
time they acquired not only possession, but the use, of firearms,
as the Virginians learned to their horror in 1622 and agaln in
1644, when red waves of desiruction threatened to overwhelm
the colony.

The first massacre taught the lesson of preparedness, but only
with the second was its need indelibly impressed upon the mind
of Virginia. In 1645-46 the colonial assembly ordered the erec-
tion of forts along the fall line, which was, speaking generally,
assumed to be the boundary between the counfry of the white
man and that of the native. Should the Indians desire to trade,
they were at liberty to visit the fort nearest them,* and doubt-
less there was a deal of such trafficking. As to whether or not
the white trader conld pursue his calling among the red villages,
the law is by no means clear, but that the white trader did do
so, there is no reason to doubt. In fact, so many men of ill
character entered the trade that the assembly in 1661 deemed
it wise to confine all traffic with the natives to those persons
obtaining licenses from the governor.® Much of this widespread
interest in the Indian trade must have sprung directly from the
activities revolving about the fall line forts, and about one in
particular, Fort Henry.

HErected in 1646 at the falls of the Appomattox River for th
primary purpose of protecting Virginia’s frontiers to the south- -
west, Fort Henry was placed under the charge of Colonel Abra- -
ham Wood,® who made of this wilderness post a most importan

3Alexander Brown, The First Eepublic in Americs (Boston and New York, 1868}
2217.

4William Waller Hening, The Statutes ot Large; being o collection of all th
lows of Virginia . . . . (Richmond, 1819), T, 203-294, 315.

slhid., T1, 20.

6Ibid., I, 315; Philip Alexander Bruce, The Institutional History of Virginid in
the Sevenieenih Cenlury (New York and Lenden, 1910), IT, 100-101.
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 senter for exploration and Indian trade for at least a generation.
Not without cause has Colonel Wood been dubbed *‘the Fron-
nac of Virginia.”’” It is probable that individual traders had
Leen working their way well into the interior for geveral years,
ut general knowledge of the remote regions was scanty, else
ihe colonial assembly would not, in 1643, have so strongly en-
couraged southwestern discovery.t At any rate, efforts toward
trade and exploration—the one depending largely upon the
other—remained individualistic until they felt the unifying
touch of Abraham Wood.
The work of Wood is known only in part. In 1650, in com-
ny with the BEnglish merchant, Hdward Bland, and a few
thers, the proprietor of Fort Henry made his way into the
outhwest as far as Occaneechi Tsland, located at the falls of
¢ river Roanoke, in present Mecklenburg County, Virginia.
ving to the threatening attitude of the Indians, the party ati-
tempted to go no farther. However, if one reads between the
(oS Qf Bland’s journal it seems clear enongh that by the middle
f the seventeenth century Virginia traders were operating
ther extensively throughout this region, and that some, even
hen, had found their way into the Tuscarora towns still farther
istant.” As the years passed, this expanding southwest trade
I'more and more into the hands of Colonel'® Wood, who
onbtless believed that for whatever sums might be spent in the
cause of exploration he would be repaid, tenfold, in profits ac-
ruing from traffie with new nations of red men., In time the
arties of exploration sent out by Wood were probably scouring
he distant southwest region, and it was one such party that
made possible the beginning of trade relations with the great
ion of the Cherokee.'!

Clarence Walworth Alvord and Lee Bidgood in The First Explorations of the
a7 Allegheny Region by the Virginians, 1650-1674 (Cleveland, 1912), 34-43, sketch
- Témarkabls career of a man about Whom gurprisingly little is kmown.

Hening, Statuies, I, 262,

Bland’s jowrnal is printed in Alvord and Bidgood, First Eaplorations, 114-130,
0He wag made a colonel in the Virginia militia in 1656, being promoted to the
of major-general some time after 1663, ibid., 41-42,

Joming from without the wilderness that lay west of Virginia’s frontier, there
peared ot the falls of the James a band of Indiang known as Rickahecrians. If is
ito. possible that they sought the establishment of a trade with the Virginians
ward Dufficld Neil), Virginia Caroloruim [Albany, 1886], 245), but the latter,
he assistance of the Pamunkeys, attacked the strangers, and although the allies
. defeated, their opponents later withdrew, Home writers identify the Rieka-
iang as Cherokee (e. g., James Mooney, The Siowvan Tribes of the East [Burean
tierican Bthuology, Bulletin xxii, Washington, 1594], 28), while others see in

ford
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Virginia

Two of Colonel Wood’s employees, James Needham and the
youthful Gabriel Arthur, left Fort Henry in May, 1673. Straight
ito the southwest they went, crossing the Roanoke at Qcea-
neechi Island, and thence to the upper Yadkin. Swinging off
to the right, they made their way through the beautiful Blue
Ridge and Great Smoky mountaing, and, clambering down the
western slopes, came at length upon a Cherokee village perched
on the bluffs alongside a stream whose wators probably flowed
into those of the Tennessee., 1f, as indeed seems likely, Needham
and Arthur were the first Englishmen to reach the land of the
Cherokee, the latter had, however, for a long time been trading,
at least intermittently, with the Spaniards of Florida, But the
Spaniards had offended the mountain Indians; trade relations
had come to an end; and the arrival of the Englishmen, thongh
adventitions, was timely. Arthur elected to remain among the
Cherokee, learning their language and making friends, while
Needham was to report back to Fort Henry for instructions.
Monthg passed; Arthur learned the langunage and made friends,

but Needham, after acquainting Wood with news of the great |
discovery, was treacherously slain by an Occaneechi while on

his way to rejoin Arthur. Then, when the latter was preparing
to make the trip himself the Cherokee chieftain offered to ac-
company him. On the way, the hostile Occancechi threatened
to interrupt the party’s progress; the chieftain and his war-
riors took to flight; but Arthur escaped all dangers and in June,
1674, appeared at Fort Henry. In July there arrived the chief-
tain and his warriors; these had, it seems, retreated back across
the monntaing, gone up the great valley beyond until they
reached the headwaters of the James River, down which they
had floated in a bark canoe as far as the Monacan Indian town,
and from this they had travelled overland the few miles to Fort
Henry.*? At the fort the chieftain’s party was accorded a glad
weleome; happiness and merriment reigned: for several days;
then, when the chieftain felt it was time to return to his people,
he promised Colonel Wood that he would come again “‘att ye

these Indians the Westo, who were
W. Crane, The Southern Frontier,

12The Monacan Indian town
(Virginia Magasine of History
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fall of ye leafe with a party that would not be frited by ye way.
Whether the Cherckee chieftain meant to return to Fort Henry
by way of the roundabout James River route, or to risk the
(Jarolina piedmont is unknown, nor for that matter is it at all
certain that he ever saw Abraham ‘Wood again. There can,
however, be little doubt that the journeys of Needham and
rthur marked the beginnings of Virginia’s trade with the
Cherokee, a trade which was to have important consequences,
bolitioal as well as economic, For many years the trading path
from Fort Henry into the sonthwest ran no farther than Oec-
cameechi Island,* but after 1676, when the Oceaneechi were
rushed by Nathaniel Bacon, of Rebellion fame, the path ad-
vanced aeross the rolling Carolina piedmont until it reached
o Catawba country, lying along the Catawba River at about
the present boundary hetween the Carolinas.’® Still farther
went the path, until at last it found a terminus on the Savannah
iver, at the site of Angusta, Georgia.*® The relation between
ndian trader and trading path was perhaps analagous to that
stween pioneer and road; before the latter in either case was
1 defined the former had blazed the way. So by the time the
te to the Savannah was becoming well known, the pioneer
cader had ventured westward beyond the Savannah terminus,
kirted the southern Appalachians, and was driving sharp bar-
ains with the Cherckee, already introduced to Emglishmen
ough the efforts of Needham and Arthur. The route these
ter two had followed to the Cherokee connfry seems to have
een rejected in favor of the longer, but easier, path around
he mountains.
‘Abraham Wood must have taken a keen interest in the pro-
tion of the Cherokee traffic, although the part he played
in remains unknown. As the day of Wood drew to its
e, % that of William Byrd I was dawning. Just two years

13The information coneerning the N eedham-Arthur expedition is contained in a
tter written by Wood to John Richards, August 22, 1674, and printed in Alvord
nd Bidgood, First Eaplorations, 210-226.

4Pairfax Harrison, Landmerks of Old Prince Willigmm (Richmond, 1924}, 65-66.
15J. 8. Bassott, ed, The Wiitings of Colonel William Byrd (New York, 1801),
18 Mooney, Stouan Tribes, 38.

TRobert Beverley, The History of Virginia (reprint of the second rovised London
n of 1722, Richmond, 1855}, 59-60; Bassett, Writings of William Byrd, 184

The last Teferened to Wood which has been found is of 1680 (Alverd and Bid-
First Explorations, 43).
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apped the Cherokee country, Byrd
falls of the James.'* Warehouses
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ceived in exchange, this consisting
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‘admitted supremacy in Virginia’s
‘e were, to be sure, numerouns in-
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It must have been impressive,
e departure of one of his great
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't evidence is lacking, part of the
d inte the Cherokee nation for
ot the type of trader who would
e mountain trade go ungarnered.
t this time Virginians operating
af these men were connected in
Byrd enterprise is by no means

ccess of the new colony was assured and rich profits were
nd to lie in the trade for skins and furs, the trading advance
i+ the Carolinians was remarkably rapid. In 1673 their com-
ﬁﬁssioners were negotiating with the Catawba; by 1690 the
Cherckee trade had begun; in 1698 one trader even reached
he Mississippt.?* But Carolina found the most luerative trade
o le with the Indians to the gsouth and west, and althoqgh her
raders occasionally visited the Cherokee, commerce with the
‘od mountaineers remained until well a.ft:er ther turn of the cen-
ry, comparatively speaking, insigmf:lcan_.z" Nevertheless,
Virginians were then unable to trade with elth.er the C‘at_awba,
e Cherokee, or the tribes of the Georgia p_ledmont without
respassing upon territory aseribed to Carolina by the_r(_)yal
harters of 1663 and 1665. At such trespass the Oarohma.ns
solc offense; friction was generated; a clash was almost in-
vitable. o

It came about in this wise. In the year 1707 twq Virginia
ders, Robert Hix and David Crawley, were operating among
¢ Indians of western Carolina. Returning one day to the native
ge which they were using as a sorf of headq_uarters, ‘they
und that a Iarge number of deer-sking and trading goods _be—
ing to them had been carried away by order of t}:te Carolina
overnment. Hastening to Charles Town, trader Hix was able,
through smooth words and the judicious bestowal of glfts,' to
»ffect a restoration of some of the deer-gkins, but the trading
ods were withheld2¢ The Carolina legislature even refused
‘entertain Hix’s petition for redress.?” If there h-ad bee.n
evious instances of this kind, Virginia had kept quiet; fhis
16, at least, she did not. When the matter was. brought_be-
fore the Virginia council in the spring of 1708, feeling ran high.
ers of sharp protest were drawn up and sent, not only to
rolina,?® but to England as well?® And then before the year

1 no rivals in her exploitation of
hat time was past; the haleyon
For the first few years after the
70, the Virginia traders probably
h a place existed, yet when the

24Crane, Southern Frontier, 13, 40, 46.

PP. X9, xvii, Ibid,, 41. _ ' L 1516
‘a. Mag., vols. xxiv to xxviii, Great Britain, Public Record Office, Colonial Office Papers, elass 5, vol. A
p. xix. 1. This, and subsequent, references to the Colonial Office Papers, are to the

r from Virginia, had visited the Cherokees,
er of years.’? J. G M, Ramsey, The An-
‘¢ Aecording to his own affidavit, however,

nseripts in the Library of Congress.

27Crane, Southern Frondier, 155, . . L.

H. B. Mcllwaine, ed., Eveculive Journals of the Couneil of Colonial Virginia
' the Cherokee country in 1719 |, | 7 mond, 1926 to date), 111 (1705-1781), 177-178. o
2., Publications, No. 1 (1929), 6. 20W. M. Sainsbwry and J. W. Fortescus, eds., Colendar of State Papers, Colonia;
d any competition the Enghish records re- Safgi;-‘?, America and West Indies (London, 1860 to date}, vol. for 1706-1708, pp.
7686,
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was out Carolina plunged ahead and enacted
all Virginia goods brought into the colony,
out of the colony, shoul
would be prohibitive.3¢

a law whereby
and all skins takey
d bear an imposition, which, in effect,
When the home govermment, with ay
tribution of British manufactures, de-
clared that Virginia’s trade with the tribes to the southwaest
should not be molesteds Carolina, despite the plain wording of
the order in couneil, decreed that all ontsiders desiring to traffic
with the Indians within her Jurisdietion must first of a]] appear
in Charles Town and apply for licenses.32 English officialdom

frowned at this demonstration of disobedience; the colonial
statute was, of course, disallowed,’?

But a wide ocean lay be-
tween the deeds of Westminster and the needs of the wilder-
ness; these early Carolinians understood nnllification in prac-
tice, if not in theory.®* And so, if the Virginia trade was to rid
itself of the Caroling Incubus, strong, united action of some
sorf seemed necessary,

Another factor tending

toward the same conclusion wag the
attitude of certain of the

native tribes themselves,

they were a constant threat to the seenrity of Virginia’s {rad
with nations farther to the southwegst.?s

Tuscarora rose in wild revolt against their
governor of Virginia suspended the Indian

e

30C. 0. 5: 1316, no, 16,
81William Grant, James Monro, snd A, W, Fitzroy, ed:

s 1613-1783 (London, 1808
Pp. 610-613. The date was Beptember, 1709,
320Cql, Staie Papers, 4. and W, 1., 1711-1712, p. 87, This was in 1711,
83dots Privy Counedt, 1680-1720, Dbp. 613-614,

84Crane, Southern Frontier, 156,
trade rivalry,

86Va, Couneil, Kuee.
381bid., passim,
BTIbid., 111, 284,

8., Aots of the Privy Coun-
-19123, wvol, for 1680-1720,
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remote tribes, probably including the Cherokee.®® But it
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; 'Fbtrf;tions profited by this order for within a few months
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ks of hostile Tuscarora as well. ‘ |
. as if this were not enough, there was the growing mendc_i
omco. after 1699 seafed in the Mississippl valley and, ];
elieﬁ;ed, plotting to seduce the monntain tribes from the
i<k interest. With the hindsight of over two hundred years
¢ patent enough that if the French =d:‘es'1g*n succeedgd, the
lichians would mark the western limits of nglish ex-
. Few contemporaries, however, qouldf foresee any such
but among those few was Sir FI.‘B,HOIS Nicholson, goyemé(?r
Majesty’s dominion of Virgima.. And not only did i1:1'
ois realize the gravity of the gitnation, he was able, g.lso, bO
sound suggestions as to how the French threat m1ght. e
these suggestions he struck the keynote of Indl_an
macy : trade. As early as 1691 he had.proposed the creatlzn
{rading company, having then in mind no more thg,n t :{a’
¢ of revenues and the checking of Indian 1ncursmn§,
695, when he had become aware of the French danger',
des of a trading company had taken on a new meaning.
vany could set up trading posts. AMong the mountain
rawing the latter into an English alliance, .and thus
he French in a most important sphere of diplomacy.
iér Nicholson’s convietions were greatly strengthem'ad,
Y a conversation with sorme western Ind‘ians who had w1t'h _
Frenchman claiming to have been with LaSalle on his
éxpedition,** then by messages from the enterprising
nor of New York, Lord Bellomont, urgimg tha,-t the Frel_nch
planted in the trans-montane trade by a rapid expaunsion
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13-614.
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C. §: 1316, no. 129, The proclamation re-opening the trade was dated

L1712,
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ernor of North Garolisaaé B{[g;é)S,Ilgég,
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of Virginia’s traffic,*? and, finally, by Cadwallader Jomnes’ deed j
) eed any, o
Louuissiania and Virginia improved, an essay dedicated to the land of 1
Nicholson and explaining in detail the organization of a company inia’e Indi
such as might suceeed in carrying out the western design.® ieived by A
In 1699, the Virginia assembly, pressed by the governor, ac- ernor in the
quiesced in the project of a voluntary trading concern, buf the not inelined
colonists refused to purchase stock.®* Thereupon, the persistent g0 the tradi
Nicholson requested the home government to lay the situation was NOW re
before the merchants of Liondon trading to Virginia, that they ginia assem!
might be induced to subscribe.*® There is nothing to indicate Any one m
that the officials In the mother country acted npon the gover- Company, t
nor’s request; rather, he was abruptly informed that the chief complete cor
end to be pursuned in Virginia was the planiing of tobaceco.f or abroad.”
Then Sir Franeis set about to arrange a conference at which the to resuscital
governors of the colonies from Virginia to New York might owing to Ca
discuss the scheme for a western trade, but for various reasous the Tuscaro
the conference was never held.!” In the spring of 1702 the than likely, .
English board of trade, that admirnistrative body which kept in perfected, a
closest touch with eolonial affairs, again went over the Nichol- England.®
son proposals, but seems to have taken no definife action.*® the high h
At this point the records fall silent ; for several years they reveal daghed; n
nothing connected with the trading company desired by Sir the whites o
Francis Nicholson. But the work of this governor, bent upon lay ahead.
gecuring imperial interests throungh the instrumentality of the - mereial inte
Indian trade, was by no means fruitless, and even the Cherokee '_wh‘ieh was r
trade, however remote the connection may seem, was to benefit - private trac
by his efforfs. - With the
To define the status of this trade during the early years of the _ .~ to trade witl
eighteenth century is difficult. Writing in 1701, Governor - was restore:
Nicholson had stated that upon inguiry he had found some fifty | : -:design; in t.
or sixty persons ‘‘in this Country {Virginia]’’ engaged in the = Indian coun
Indian trade* There is nothing to indicate how many, if in- o loads of goo
- at least, wer
‘ther mention

42C. 0. 5: 1309, no, 74; C, O, 5: 1312, pt. I, no. 11.

48C, 0. 5: 1310, pp. 261 e seg. The essay was probably worked out during the
winter of 1698-99.

44¥a, Mag., xxx (1922}, 335. o

460, Q. 5: 1310, no. 2, p. 26, Nicholson’s letter was dated July 1, 1609, P. xx.

46Board of Trade to Nicholson, January 4 and April 12, 1700, €, O. 5: 1359 . 8LThe Offie
Pp. 377, 397, 398, tions of the Vir

41Fa. Council, Evee. Journgls, IT, 102, Maryland’s governor was stricken with o 82lbid., 11, T
fover (Cal. State Papers, A. end W. I, 1701, pp. 40-41), while Lord Bellomont was 1718 (London, |
overtaken by death in March, 1701, ) . 538 potswood

48Cal. State Papers, A. and W. L., 1702, p. 187. 54Va. Coune

49C. 0, 5: 1312, pt. I, no. 20. 860 0. 5
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1, finally, by Cadwallader Jones
improved, an essay dedicated to -
letail the organization of a company
arrying out the western design.t® .

mbly, pressed by the governor, ac
voluntary trading coneern, but the
 stock.** Thereupon, the persisten ‘
ne government to lay the situation
wdon trading to Virginia, that they
be.* There is nothing to indicate
her country acted upon the gover-
s abruptly informed that the chief
via was the planting of tobacco.*s
) arrange a eonference at which the
rom Virginia to New York might
tern trade, but for various reasons
eld*” 1In the spring of 1702 the
administrative body which kept in
'fairs, again went over the Nichol-
 have taken no definite action.*s
silent ; for several years they reveal
trading company desired by Sir
work of this governor, bent upon
hrough the instrumentality of the
18 fruitless, and even the Cherokee
nnection may seem, was to benefit

d any, of these traders were going so far afield as to visit
land of the Cherokee. But that the whole structure of Vir-
ginia’s Indian trade was in a precarious condition was per-
ed by Alexander Spotswood, soon after his arrival as gov-
r in the year 1710. This aggressive soldier-executive wag
t inclined to sit motionless and watch the trade dwindle away,
trading company project, made so familiar by Nicholson,
now revived. Although the plan was rejeeted by the Vir-
nia agsembly in 1712,°° two years later it was enacted into law.
one might subseribe for stock in the Virginia Tndian
mpany, to which was given for a period of twenty years
mplete control over the colony’s traffic with Indians, at home
broad.”* One of the primary purposes of the company was
uscitate the Cherokee irade, which was at a very low chb,
g to Carolina competition and the interruption incident to
Tuscarora War. And success in the enterprise seemed more
kely, as £10,000 of stock was subsecribed, the organization
rfected, and a great store of trading goods ordered from
HKngland.’? But long before any goods arrived from England,
= high hopes centering around the southwest trade were
shed; in the spring of 1715 the Yamassee Indiang attacked
hites of South Carolina and long months of savage warfare
- ahead. Governor Spotswood immediately prohibited com-
rcial intercourse with the sonthwest tribes, a prohibition
h was respected by the company, but violated by unlicensed
te traders seeking swollen profits.®
With the close of conflict in Carolina, the right of Virginians
ade with the Catawba, Cherokee, or other sonthwest nations
restored.” The company had not lost sight of its original
ton ; in the spring of 1717 it was preparing to send into the
ian country a cargo “‘consisting of no less than 200 horse-
ds of goods under a gnard of 40 men.”’ These goods, in part
ast, were doubtless designed for the Cherokee, but no fur-

mention of the 1717 expedition oceurs. The next year, how-
__h"_o«*"_.

ournals of the House of Burgesses of Virginia, 1712-1726, (Richmond, 1912),
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ult, Writing in 1701, Governor
n ingniry he had found some fifty
antry [Virginia]’' engaged in the.
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nuary 4 and April 12, 1700, €. O. 5: 1359, 1The Offivial Letters of dlewander Spotswood, edited by R. A. Brock {Collec-

0L the Virginia Historical Society, New Series, Richmond, 1882-1385), 11, 94-95.

2Ibid., II, 141; Journals of the Commissioners for Trade and Plantations, 1715-
b (London, 1924), 165.

38potsweod Letters, IT, 258-259,
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50, 0. 5: 1318, p. 88.
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ever, a company caravan made its way to the distant Cherokee,
and remained among the mountain Indians the entire summer and, to a less ext
and probably autumn, too, for it returned to the Virginia ware. With the secur
houses only toward the end of the year. The tradersg brought o the Virginia T
baek not only seventy horses loaded with peltry, baut also four as’ . )
: . S . - n far distant might

Cherokee Ghleftams, who 1ns1steq that the trade with Virginia . pany was struck d
should be made permanent 5 of Tong-standing
. ‘ginia rivalry had ;
The Caroliniang
“aging the revolti
- Carolina’s wester:
“eolonies resorted |
the trade of their
olina went back
‘tained in Charles 1
.ing upon, Carolin;
pparently withous

traffic with the -

would have relished nothing, perhaps, quite so much as the
exploitation of thig very traffic. But such wasg now no longer
possible. The monopolistic character of the company had
aroused powerfyl opposition both within, the colony and in
Kngland; the fight against it had been carried before the im-
perial officials, and in the snmmer of 1717 ;¢ was declared no-
longer to be in officis] existence.’" It lived on, however, for

daring these twilight days that the great caravan had reached, mained that Virgii
and returned from, Cherokee-lang. The company could not of ays evoke Carol
course, follow up its last minute success, but others could—an traders to the Che
did. Although Governor Spotswood might observe, about route throng

enough, that of all the opposition merchants only one had been te there was son

ter itg founding,
“foreign” Indians,58 this was not to say that no one Was enga, enses, i
g

The traders fron
jected more enthus
the support of their
did for many vears
he administration
eatest promoter ¢
ow. Ior that ma
ome discouraged as
rustrated. Thig w
iccorded g delegatic

. o
56The above information is contained in a letter written by Governor Spotawoo IIldlallS hop ng

to the Lords of Trade, Dec, %2, 1718, 1t ig found in C. 0. 5:° 1318 eal to the colon;
in Spotswood’s published correspondence,

874dots Pripy Council, Calonial, 1680-1720, p- 721,

58This observation was contained in g communication of Sept. 27, 1718, Spots
wood Letters, ¥I, 301,

59The records are in Q, O, 5: 1317, pp. 364.365, an@ Custom House Papers, clas
3, vols. xx to xxvi.

9Crane, Sowthern Frond
1Board of Trade Journ
in the library of the I
2Va. Couneil, Executiv
3¥a. Gazette, Mar. 25-,
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-affic with the tribes to the southwest, chiefly the Catawba,
and, to a less extent, the Cherokee.

ay to the distant Cherokee,
Indians the entire summer
arned to the Virginia ware-
rear. The traders brought
| with pelfry, but also four
at the trade with Virginia

ith the security promised by a powerful organization such
he Virginia Indian Company, trade with red nations lying
distant might be carried on with profit, but when the com-
any was struck down and the trade thrown open to all, o_bstacl.es
long-standing loomed large indeed. The old Carolina-Vir-
inia rivalry had become intensified during the Yamassee War.
he Carolinians accused the Old Dominion of covertly encour-
ing the revolling red skins through a base desire to seize
lina’s western trade.®® After the war traders from both
onies resorted to the most devious devices in order to ruin
{rade of their rivals,®® and in November, 1721, South Car-
na went back to precedent and required a license to be ob-
sined in Charles Town by all traders operating in, or trespass-
= upon, Carolina territory. A deal of discussion followed,
arently withont decisive results, but the important fact re-
ained that Virginia’s trade with the western tribe would al-
evoke Carolina competition.®® Some of the Virginia
ders to the Cherokee may still have been using the round-
t route through the present northwestern Georgia; at any
here was some complaint when this colony, a few years
its founding, ordered the Virginians to obtain Georgia

trade was one of the out-
ia Indian Company, which
ps, quite so much as the
nt such was now no longer
ter of the company had
within the colony and in
een carried before the im-
of 1717 it was declared no

It lived on, however, for
t of its affairs, and it was
oreat caravan had reached,
The company could not, of
cess, but others could—and
- might observe, truthfully
rchants only one had been
send a few goods to the
say that no one was engag-
ls of peltry exported from
hat the impetus given the
concern was not ephemeral,
1 to England in the years
eltry as she had exported
decade from 1705 fo 1715.59
rnished comparatively few
been opened, a very large
ust have been derived from

ed more enthusiasm into their ventures had they enjoyed
upport of their provincial government, but this they rarely
id for many years after 1722, when there had come to an end
administration of Governor Alexander Spotswood, the
st promoter of Indian trade that the colony was ever to
For that matter, even Spotswood himself may have be-
me disconraged as a result of having had so many of his plans
rated. This wounld seem to be indicated by the reception
rded a delegation of Cherokee chieftaing in October, 1721,
Indians hoping that trade might be built up through an
| to the colonial authorities. It was only after inquiry

ter written by Governor Spotswood |
1in C. O, 5: 1318, p. 590, but not

721,
mication of Sept. 27, 1718, Spots-

rane, Southern Frontier, 176-177.
Board of Trade Journals, C. 0. 801: 20, p. 323, Transcripts of these journals
the library of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.

Council, Ezecutive Journals, IV, 17-19; Crame, Southern Frontier, 204,
Gazetle, Mar, 25-Apr, 1, 1737,

35, and Custom House Papers, class
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that the council learned the recently dissolved company had i 0
withdrawn its factors and goods from among the Cherokee, al- :_ﬂtl}eln?ecjﬁ) (E;,_I,I}qy
thongh this very withdrawal seemed to be the principal sotree { ]i would émb'
of uneasiness on the part of the Indians. The answer of the 'S_ILG hunted in t
council to the plea for trade was that the Cherokee would he v zntain tribes
welcomed any time they came to Virginia to exchange their n;l;; continue in
deer skins for arms and ammunition, or that if any individual ney
traders carried goods to the red men the government would
support such trade.®* Just how, the council did not gtate, nor rade seemed evi
is it likely that the Indians felt encouraged over the outcome of rom its incep
the conference. o ‘had been atbend:
The trade that went on between Virginia and the Cherokee i Indian war;
during the seventeen-twenties and thirties was not sufficiently imposed by Cary
great to attract the council’s attention, but it probably proved he difficulty of
profitable to those few persons engaging therein. Caravans oute followed as
of from fifty to a hundred horses still made their way to Ca- urg and the hor
tawba Town,® but those going on to the Cherokee were doubt- ‘58 the traders st
less mueh smaller. In the summer of 1725 a South Carolina western Georgia
agent found trading among the Cherokee two Virginians, untain chain,
William Bellew and John Ellis, and these were in the employ but with the Che
of one Major Bowling.®® There are few references to the Vir- ‘quented, howeve:
ginia trade at this time, and it must have heen quite small, The thwest across
Cherokee made no complaint of its paucity, apparently because 4 and continu
of steady supplies from Carolina. But about 1730 this trade ¥e were other
was cut off, the Cherokee having misused certain Carolina t they called
traders. Thereupon the red men appealed to Virginia, and, ters estimate
if the one account of the transaction is to be believed, goods were rere forced to jo
immediately despatched, only to be intereepted by the Carolina silted in some
authorities.o” time,*! in V
Toward the end of 1734 there arrived in Williamshurg, the roscopic prop
colonial capital, three head men of the Cherokee nation. Ap- :':'i’f'aintage in her
pearing before the council, they expressed their people’s desire lliam Byrd |
of a closer trade with the Old Dominion. Having in mind, per- on that a 1
haps, their former failures to win from the Virginia officials would cut
more than lip service, they requested permission for their tribes-

per cent. |
men to settle on a branch of the Roancke River, ‘‘that from uch 'a discovery,

: 8C O, 51 1420, p.
64Va. Council, Feee. Journals, 11T, 554-655, IV, 1-2, ustin Wingor, T
65Basgett, Writings of William Byrd, 235. 0Bassett, Writings
86Colonel Chicken’s Journal %o the Cherokees, 1725, in N. D, Mereness, ed, WidE ., . (Lon

Travels in the Americon Colonies (New York, 1918), 103,

[bid., 19, Natur
$780uth Caroling Historical and Genealogical Meagagine, X (1909), &8, 2Bassett, Writings
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Virginia and the Cherokee Indian Trade 17

ce they may enjoy the conveniency of a free trade with
he] colony.”” At this the council demurred, complaining that
oh would embroil the Cherokee with the northern Indians,
who hunted in the Roanoke valley, but on the other hand the
- ountain tribes ““may trade here with all freedom so long as
continue in peace and friendship with his Majesties Sub-
s. ... Thus the native embassies might come and go, the
vineial administrations change in personnel, but the Cherokee
de seemed ever doomed to neglect.

T'rom its inception the traffic with tribes far fo the southwest
4d been attended with diffienlties. At one time it might be
) Indian war; at another it might be annoying restrictions
posed by Carolina or Georgia; there was always, however,
e difficulty of distance. Tt depended, of course, upon the
ute followed as to the approximate distance between Williams-
purg and the home of the Cherokee. Likely enough, some few
he traders still made use of the long route through north-
tern Georgia and around the southern end of the great
mtain chain, trading, to be sure, with tribes along the way,
ith the Cherokee as their ultimate destination. More fre-
nted, however, was that trail which led from Catawba Town
hwest across a part of South Carolina to strike the foot-
§ and continue on into the heart of the mountaing.®® Then
re were other paths, less well known, but all were alike in
t they called for long and tedious fravel. Contemporary
ters estimated that Virginians trading with the Cherokee
¢ forced to journey, as a rule, from 500 fo 800 miles.”™ This
sulted in some traders remaining among the Indians for years
time,™ in Virginia’s trading profits dwindling to almost
ieroscopic proportions,’ and in Carolina’s receiving addifional
lvantage in her rivalry with the James river colony.

illiam Byrd 1L, writing in the late 1730%s, expressed it as his
ion that a nearer route to the Cherckee counld be found,
ch would cut short the distance to that nation by more than
y per cent. If the Virginia assembly should make possible
h a discovery, ““Ounr Traders,”” Byrd wrote, *‘. . . would be

8C. O, 5: 1420, p. 181; V. Council, Exeo. Journals, TV, 343-344.

9Justin Winsor, The Mississippi Basin {1885), 168.

0Bassett, Writings of William Byrd, 184; Hugh Jones, The Present Siale of
iie . . . (Lendon, 1724), 19. Sabin’s reprint, New York, 1865, was used.
17hid.,, 19. Natural inelinations had mueh fo do with this, also,

2Buassett, Writings of William Byrd, 185,
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Holston settled :
him,"® and some
to the west, the
naker.’" ‘“Stains
farthest west of a
threatened the tr;
ttlements in Sc
gecuring the trad
hand, their very j
hich the trade -
The Cherokee -
trading route fror
great increase of

able to undersell those sent from the other Colonies go much,
that the Indians must have reason to deal with them preferable :
to all others.”’™ Byrd had little reason to expect aid from the
assembly; since the days of Governor Spotswood and the Vir-
ginia Indian Company the provineial government had affected -
no real interest in the trade to the Cherokee, or, for that matter,
in the trade to any nation. It was fortunaie that the discovery
of a new route was not dependent upon assembly action, else
it would have doubtless been much delayed. If it may be as-
sumed that such a path was not in use at the time Byrd wrote-—
and had it been in use it seems that he would have known of it-—
then its discovery must be dated about 1740, In that year the
new trail was apparently trod for the first time by white men. i
These were a band of traders, their names unknown, who em- to feel the influen
ployed as packman a certain Mr. Vaughan. The party probably wrence and lo
went up the Roanoke River until the Blue Ridee were left be- ished and whose
hind, and in the beautiful valley stretching out before therq, territory lying be
they found running to the southwest a well worn Indian trail, re not at all s
the Virginia ‘‘warrior’s path.”” This carried the traders across ied upon.®* T}
the New River and the North Fork of Holston, soon after which nearest colony, Cs
the trail divided, the ‘“‘great path’ continuing on, now south- pute between trad
westwardly across the Nolichucky and French Broad rivers, and zpistreatmelglt of 1
80 info the heart of the Overhill Cherokee country.™ The ap-- hen a series of
proach to the Cherokee from the north was much less difficult essation of all tra
than the approach from the east, and the new route wag shorter- nch, despatcht?d
than the old. So patent were these advantages that most of: ted to the Vir,
.the Virginia traders soon ceased to travel the “‘Carolina road,’ : 0 Carry 011t_ certal
fg instead guiding their earavans through the Blue Ridge and: reek warriors, er
o down the great western valley until the haunts of the mountai war, and intims
0 Indians were reached.
B Nor was it long until others followed in the wake of the trader

6Lewis Preston Sun
hmond, 1903), 46,

TThe Memoirs of Li
t:Johnson City, Tenn.,
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Sullivan (Bristol, 1
81t was go stated on
:79The Virginia coun
istreatment by the Ind:
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orical Review, T1 (1925)

81John H, Logan, A
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Between 1747 and 1750 Dr. Thomas Walker, of Albemarl

: County, wasg busily engaged in exploring some of the new land
e west of the mountains. The Inglis and Draper families, and a
g few associates, came with the doctor on one of hig expeditions
and were so struck with the country’s appearance that they
decided to locate on the New River 75 About 1748 Stephen

731bid., 185,

744, G. M. Ramsey, The Annals of Tennessge, 64, 88; Fa, Mag., oxx (1922), 185,

TiWilliam M. Darlington, ed., Christopher Gist’s Journals {Pittsburgh, 1893),
23; John P. Hale, Trans-Allegheny Piongers (Cincinmati, 1886), 1. :




clefy’s Publications

e other Colonies so much,
deal with them preferable
son to expect aid from the
r Spotswood and the Vir-
| government had affected
erokee, or, for that matter,
riunate that the discovery
ipon assembly action, else
lelayed., If it may be as-
> at the time Byrd wrote—
> wonld have known of it—
ut 1740. In that year the
e firgt time by white men.
names unknown, who em-
ohan, ‘The party probably
. Blue Ridge were left be-
reteching out before them,
a well worn Indian trail,
carried the traders across
Holston, soon after which
continning on, now south-
F'rench Broad rivers, and
rokee country.’ The ap-
th was much less difficult
the new route wag shorter
advantages that most of
avel the ‘“Carolina road,”’
ugh the Blue Ridge and
he haunts of the mountain

| in the wake of the trader.

s Walker, of Albemarle
ing some of the new lands
1d Draper families, and a
on one of hig expeditions
v’s appearance that they
.75 About 1748 Stephen

4, 88; Va. Mag., xxx (1922), 185,
st’s Jowrnals (Pittshurgh, 1893),
innati, 1886), 16, ‘

Virginia and the Cherokee Indian Trade 19

Holston settled at the head spring of the rive? nan}ed af‘ter
him,’® and some two years later there went up, just nine miles
the west, the cabin of the Cherokee trader, Samuel Stal-
aker.”” ‘‘Stalnaker’s place,’’ as it came to be called, was !:he
rthest west of any white settlement,™ and its exposed position
nreatened the trader’s security.” Looked at in one way, these
attlements in Southwest Virginia wonld benefit the trade by
curing the trader’s line of communi_cation, but on the othgr
and, their very presence might precipitate an Indian attack in
hich the trade would suffer along with all else.
The Cherokee were undoubtedly disappointed W%len the new
ading route from Virginia {ailed to bring into their tow.ns any
reat increase of supplies. They were beginning by this time
& feel the influence of France, whose settlements along the St.
f.awrence and lower Mississippi rivers were now well estab-
ished and whose traders were operating in parts of that vast
{orritory lying between these two extremes, yet the Cherokee
were 1ot at all sure that French promises of a trade could be
lied upon.t® Therefore, chief reliance was placed upon t}le
regt colony, Carolina. At intervals, howeve.r, causes fqr dl_s—
pute between traders and Indians arose, sometimes resulting 1n
nistreatment of the traders. Such was the case about 1751,
vhen a series of outrages caused South Carolina to o.rder a
sation of all trade with the Cherokee.’* The latter, i;'eelmg the
pinch, despatched to Williamsburg a delegation' which repre-
sited to the Virginia council that South Carolina had fal}ed
to carry out certain f{rade agreements and that ghe h_ad supplied
reek warriors, enemies of the mountain Indiauns, m’fh weapons
war, and intimating, moreover, that if Virginia did not eare

“t6Leowis Preston Summers, History of Southwest Virginia, 1746-1786
ichmond, 1903), 44. ]
TThe Memoirs of Dieut, Henry Timberlake, 1756-1765 {London, 1765. Reprinted
1t Johnson City, Tenxn., 1927, and edited by Samuel 'Cole Williams}, p. 38, n. 16.
Stalnaker’s eabin was probably near the present Mariem, V. Oliver Taylor, His-
Sulliven (Bristol, 1909), 20.

781t was so stated on fatchin’s map of 1755,

‘78The Virginia couneil, August 9, 1751, awarded Stalnaker £20 oun aceount of
streatment by the Indians (C, Q. 5: 1423, p, 490). i

0The TFrench went so far as to pronxse the Cherokee that‘m exchange for _8upp05rt
st the Engligh they should be supplied with goods gratis. North Carolina His-
al Beview, 11 (1925}, 312, .

“81John H. Logan, 4 History of the Upper Country of South Caroling

tharleston, 1859), I, 417-418,
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Virginia and the Cherokee Indian Trade

on of the pressing need of the Cherokee for supplies, and
{takullakulla admitted that the Carolina trade had been eut
£f, but pleaded for a closer connection with Virginia. To this
loa Dinwiddie and the council listened with little sympathy.
The governor stated that it did not fall within his power to force
, Virginia traders to visit any one Indian nation in preference
o another, and if the present sitnation was so serious then the
erokee ghould seek to re-establish the trade with Carolina,
Those location was more favorable to the exchange of commodi-
g than Virginia’s.’3® If Dinwiddie in the present instance was
tivated by principles of patriotism—and it seems that he was
that side of his character is to be commended, but such should
ot blind the student to the fact that peace with France had been
neluded but four vears before, that the resumption of hos-
fies in the near future seemed inevitable, and that the at-
ude of the Indian nations in any war involving the colonies
ald be a factor of the first importance. Yet it took the Vir-
inia execufive a long, long while to discover any connection
een the colony’s traffic with the Cherokee and imperial
rity, and even after the discovery had been made Din-
ddie, by failing to fulfill solemn promises to the Indians,
eited that esteem in which he might otherwise have been

868ee Dinwiddie’s letter of December 10, 1752, to the home government, C. O. 5:
J p. 534, This letter is not contained in the published correspondence of the

eruor.
A continuation of this study will appear in the next number of the East Ten-
ice Historieal Society’s Publieations. [Ed.]




