Thomas Jefferson, The Man
4th gr.

Students will participate in reading and interpreting famous quotations from Jefferson, investigating Jefferson’s gardens at Monticello, while making connections to his interest in the Western lands.

The powerpoint can be used as a standalone lesson for partners.  It links to information at Monticello.org.  Use blue boxes for hyperlink.

4.29 Analyze the influences of key leaders during this period, including: Thomas Jefferson

Materials  internet, photos from Monticello, powerpoint Jefferson, historical journals
Being a major influence on the Louis and Clark Expedition, Thomas Jefferson was a very intricate man with many facets to his personality.  By touring his home and gardens, interpreting his quotes, and visiting Monticello online, students will develop an understanding of why Jefferson sent these men West.  
Introduction

Essential Question:  Why would Jefferson want to send men to explore the West and keep such perfect records of their observations?

The teacher will begin with the presentation Powerpoint on Jefferson.  Students 

will discuss guiding questions and record reflections in historical journals

Slide 3

  Link “A Day In the Life of Jefferson”
Monticello was the home of President Thomas Jefferson. 

Slide 4   Jefferson was an ingenuous architect who designed his own house.  

 He was also an inventor.  Many of his inventions are in his home or even part of the home.

Question:  How do you think being an inventor was an influence on Jefferson’s decision to have the Western lands explored?
Slide 5, 6 In this slide you see The Great Clock above the door.  This was designed by Jefferson as well.  For more details click on the link.

Slides 7 – 9 Inventions included everything from scientific instruments, chairs, toys, and much more.

Question:  How do you think these interests influenced Jefferson’s desire to know the Western lands?
Slides 10 – 14 Monticello’s design included very advanced kitchens set into the ground allowing for natural cooling.

Slides 15 – 21 The acres surrounding are covered in hundreds of flowers, herbs, vegetables and trees from all over the world.  Jefferson had an unquenchable curiosity about the natural world.

Question:  How is Jefferson’s interest in nature reflected in the travels of Lewis and Clark?

Final slides:  Jefferson wished to be known for his influence on our country.

Close:  Whole group discussion: Who was Thomas Jefferson, what type of man would he be if he were alive today?
