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THE LOST ARCHIVES OF THE CHEROKEE NATION

Edited by
JamEs WiLLiAM HAGY AND STANLEY J. FOLMSBEE
Part 1, 1763-1772

In December, 1780, and January, 1781, Arthur Campbell, a politi-
cal and military leader in Southwest Virginia, joined John Sevier of
Washington County, North Carolina, in a devastating raid against the
Cherokee Indians, who had seized upon the King’s Mountain campaign
of the western settlers as an opportunity to recover their lost hunting
grounds.* The punitive expedition led to the burning of most of the
Overhill Cherokee towns as well as the destruction of much of the
provisions of the Indians. In a letter to Governor Thomas Jefferson
of Virginia detailing the events of the expedition, Campbell reported:
“We found in Okana-Stote’s’ Baggage, which he left behind in his
fright, various manusctipts, copies of Treaties, Commissions, Letters,
and other Archives of the nation, some of which shews the double
game that People have been carrying on, during the present War,”*
Campbell later wrote Jefferson forwarding the documents which
remained in his possession. The letters and treaties thus lost by the
Cherokee Nation were sent to Thomas McKean, President of Congress,
December 20, 1781,* and later found their way into the files of the
Continental Congress® where they have been secen by a number of
writers but seldom noted. The documents that have survived are few
in number for a once proud nation of Indians. They cover the years
from 1763 to 1778, which was one of the most critical times in the

1For an incomplete story of the career of Campbell, see Lillian Stuart Butt, “The
Political Career of Arthur Campbell” (unpublished Master's thesis, University of Vir.
ginia, 1934). The raid is discussed in Carl S. Driver, Jobn Sevier: Pioneer of the Old
Sonttwerr (Chapel Hill, 1932), 24-27.

20ne of the leading chiefs among the Cherokees for many years, His name has
been spelled a number ofg ways, Although usually spelled Oconostota by modern ‘writers,
in this paper the speliing “Ouconnostotah” will be used, as nearer the form found in
contemporary documents,

$ Camphell to Jefferson, January 15, 1781, in Julian P. Boyd (ed.), The Papers of
Thomas fefferron, 16 vols. to date (Princeton, 1950—), IV, 359-63. See also Samuel C.
Williams, Tennessee During the Revolutionary War Nashville, 1944), 190.

*Boyd, Jefferson Papers, VI, 141, A list of the documents is in a note to this letter.

¥ Virginia Papers, Papers of the Continental Congress, Item Number 71, Vol. II,
pp. 141-222 (Microfilm 247, Roll 85), The National Archives, Washington, D, C,
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history of the Cherokees as well as for the English colonies in North
America. The one theme that runs through all the papers is that of
the constant encroachment of the white man on the Cherokee territory.
The Indian nation was fighting for its homeland and slowly losing
battle after battle, sometimes as a result of their own mistakes and
temporary appetites for the white man’s goods, and at other times as
a result of aggression on the part of the frontiersmen whose greed for
Jand was more permanent. The Lost Cherokee Archives constitute a
brief histoty of an important era of an ancient people who were unable
to cope with the more advanced Buropeans on their frontiers,

In his coveting letter to Govetnor Thomas Jefferson, June 20,

1781, accompanying the papers, Arthur Campbell stated:
I send by this conveyance part of the Papers you desired in your
letter of 23d of May last, I have not teceived those in the hands of

the Carolina Officers, but this being so good an epportunity 1 am

desirous of forwarding what I have. At the same time you will please

to consider them as sent to you as a private Gentleman or a member

of the Philosophical Society, and not as a public Officer of Virginia.®

The document of the earliest date included in the “Lost Archives”
is a communication from John Stuart, Superintendent of Indian Affairs
for the Southern Department, to the Cherokee Indians inviting them
to patticipate in a conference of southern tribes scheduled to be held
at Augusta, Georgia, August 15, 1763. It was designed, according to
John R. Alden, “to soothe any jealousies that might be created by the
withdrawal of the French and Spanish [as a result of their defeat in
the French and Indian War(] and to remove grievances.”

John Stuart, the man most concerned with Indian affairs in the
South, apparently arrived in Charleston, South Carolina, in 1748, whete
he established his home, During the French and Indian War he com-
manded one of the companies which built and garrisoned Fort Loudoun
on the Little Tennessee River in the Overhill Cherokee countty in
1756-57, and he was the only officer spared when the Cherokees, who

8 Ibid,, 141-42, The list in Boyd's note to Jefferson’s letter to McKean indicates that
Campbell's promise to send more documents later was not fulfilled. What happened to
those sefzed by Sevier and other North Carolina officers is unknown. There is a photo-
stat of one letter of the period in the Cherokee Collection, comprised mainly of the

papers of John Ross, Cherokee chieftain (Tennessee State Libraty and Archives, Nash-
ville), as listed in Register No, 11, Cherobee Colleciion {MS Division, State Library and
Archives, Nashville, 1966), 7. It is from “Oconestota” to “Dear Friends and Brothers,”
June 24, 1775, and is included in a later installment of this document,

44’; }’olhn Richard Alden, Jobn Stuart and the Southern Colonial Frontier (Am Arbor,
19 , 181, ’
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had become allies of the French, captured the fort and massacted
many of the gartison in 1760. He was helped to escape by the Cherokee
chief Attakullakulla, the Little Carpenter, and returned to Chatleston.

In 1763 he was appointed to succeed Edmund Atkin as superin-
tendent of Indian affaits for the Southern Department, a post which
provided him with a larger salary than some of the governors of south-
ern colonies received. Stuart acquired large tracts of land in South
Carolina and Florida, some two hundred slaves, and a beautiful house
in Charleston which still stands. He served as Indian agent until his
death in 1779.% His invitation to the Cherokees to attend the Augusta
Conference follows. It is in the Vitginia Papers, Item 71, Vol. Ii,
217-18. Hereafter, page numbers will follow the headings of the
documents.

JOHN STUART TO THE PRINCIPAL WARRIORS OF THE CHEROKEE
NATION, JUNE 30, 1763, PP. 217-218.
To the Principal Warriors and the Governing beloved Headmen of the Cherokee

Nation
Warriors and Headmen

His majesty the King having by the Blessings of God on His Arms,
reduced his Enemics the French and Spaniards to reason and the Necessity of
making Peace upon Equitable terms, and being desirous of renewing and
Strengthening Friendshi}{: and Harmony between his white Subjects and Your
Nation: That so desitable an end may be obtained has thought proper to order
me his Agent and Superintendant of Indian Affairs, to invite you the Headmen
and Warriors of the Cherokee nation to meet the Governors of his Provinces of
Virginia Notth & South Carolina and Georgia, with me, at Augusta in Georgia
on the Fifteenth day of October next where the Warsiors and Headmen of the
Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creck and Catawba Indians are also invited to meet at the
Same time that His Majestys most Gracious and Benevolent Intentions may be
communicated to You and them and that Peace Harmony and Friendship
between the Indian Nations and His Majestys White Subjects may be established
on a firm and permanent Footing.

I therefore send this Letter by Express to acquaint you that the Several
Governots will be at Augusta on the Fifteenth Day of October, to meet you
with the Warriors and Headmen of the Other Nations abovementioned: and as
the Object of the intended meeting is Peace I must recommend to you to come
to it with ]faciﬁck and ¥Friendly Intentions toward each other, that no bad Talk
may prevail and that the Path may remain Straight and Openp———

As an incontestable Proof of his Majestys most benevolent and upright
Intentions and Disposition towards you and the Other Indian Nations, I enclose
you a copy of Otders which he has lately sent to his Governors in America
relating to your Lands: and which I am ordered to Communicate to You, that
you may cause them to be read and Published thro'out your Nation, to the End
that all men may know his Majesty['s] determined resolution of maintaining you
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and the Other Indian Nations in Your just Rights & Priviledges and Observing
inviolably his Engagements. 1 am
Your affectionat Friend
and Brother
John Stuart, Agent
& Superintendant
Charles Town 30 June
1763

Fven before Stuart issued the invitation for the congress at
Augusta, the colonial governments in North America had received a
proclamation dealing with Indian affairs. The proclamation, although
issued by George ITI on December 9, 1761, apparently was not received
in the colonies until the summer of 1763." The document has been
overlooked by the writers on the history of the southern Indians
although it was published in the colonial newspapers about six months
before the publication of the Proclamation of 1763," which set the
Appalachian watershed as the western boundary for settlement by
Englishmen, In many ways the Proclamation of 1761 closely resembles
the Proclamation of 1763, although it does not fix a definite boundary;
indeed, in some respects it seems to be harsher on those who exploited

the Indians.

The document was printed by Stuart soon after its arrival in
Chatleston, and it was sent to all the Indian nations under his jurisdic-
tion as of the date July 4, 1763. Apparently, then, it was not enclosed
with his letter of June 30, 1763, to the Cherokees.

JOHN STUART'S COMMUNICATION TO THE CHEROKEE INDIANS,
JULY 4, 1763, OF A ROYAL PROCLAMATION OF 1761,
PRINTED, P. 151.

His Majesty's Instructions to all the Governours of his Provinces in America.
Whereas the peace and security of our colonies and plantations upon the con-
tinent of Nosth-America, does greatly depend upon a just and faithful observ-
ance of those treaties and compacts which have been heretofore solemnly entered
into with the Indjans by our royal predecessors, Kings and Queens of this
realm; AND WHEREAS, not withstanding the repeated instructions which
have been, from time to time, given by our late Royal Grandfather to the gov-
ernours of our several colonies upon this head, the said Indians have made,

# See next document, which was not enclosed, but sent separately under date of
July 4, 1763.

10 The 1761 proclamation was ptinted in the South-Carolina Gazette in the issue of
June 18-25, 1763, soon after its receipt by the governor of South Carolina on June 17,
1763. The Praclamation of 1763, dated October 7, was published in Charleston in an
“Extraordinary” edition of the Sowth-Careline Gazette on December 31, 1763. It may be
found in Henry S. Commager, Documents of American History, 2 vols., seventh edition
(New York, 1963), I, 47-50.
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and do still continue to make great complaints, that settlements have been made,
and possession taken of lands, the property of which they have by treaty
reserved to themselves, by persons claiming the said lands under pretence of
deeds of sale and conveyance, illegally, fraudulently and sureptitiously obtained
of the said Indians, AND WHEREAS it has likewise been tepresented unto us,
that some of our govetnors, or other chief officers of said colonies, regardless
of the duty they owe to us, and of the welfare and security of our colontes,
have countenanced such unjust claims and pretensions by passing grants of the
lands so pretended to have been purchased of the Indians. WE THEREFORE,
taking this matter into our royal consideration, and being determined, upon all
occasions, to support and protect the said Indians in their just rights and pos-
sessions, and to keep inviolable the treaties and compacts which have been
entered into with them, DO HEREBY strictly enjoin and command, that
neither any governour, nor any licutenant-governour, president of the council,
or commander in chief of any of our said provinces, do upon any pretence
whatsoever, upon pain of our highest displeasure, and of being forthwith
removed from their or his office, pass any grant or grants to any gersons what-
soever of any lands within, or adjacent to the territories possessed or occupied
by the said Indians, ot the propetty or possession of which has, at any time,
been reserved to or claimed by them: And it is our further will and pleasure
that our governours publish proclamations in our name, strictly enjoining and
requiting 2ll persons whatever who may, either wilfully or inadvertently, have
seated themselves upon any lands so reserved to, or claimed by, the said Indians,
without any lawful authotity for so doing, forthwith to remove therefrom, And
in case they shall find, upon strict enquiry to be made for that purpose, that any
person or persons do claim to hold, or possess, any lands within our said
province, upon pretence of purchases made of the said Indians, without a proper
license first had and cbtained either from us or any of our royal predecessors,
or any persons acting under our or their authority, they are forthwith to cause
a prosecution to be carried on against such petson or persons, who shall have
made such fraudulent purchases, to the end that the land may be recovered by
a due course of law. AND WHEREAS the wholesome laws which have at
different times been passed in several of our said colonies, and the instructions
which have been given by our royal predecessors for restraining persons from
purchasing lands of the Indians without a license for that purpose, and for
regulating the proceedings upon such purchases, have not been duly observed:
It is therefote our express will and pleasure, that when any application shall be
made to any governour for license to purchase lands of the Indians, they do
forbear to grant such license until they have first trapsmitted to us, by our
commissioners for trade and plantations, the particulars of such application, as
well in respect to the situation as the extent of the lands so proposed to be
Furchased, and shall have received our farther directions therein, And it is our
urther will and pleasure, that they do, forthwith, cause these our instructions to
them to be made publick, not only within all parts of our said provinces
inhabited by our subjects, but also amongst the several tribes of Indians, to the
end that our royal will and pleasure in the premisses may be known, and that
the Indians may be apprized of our determined resolution to support them in
their just rights, and involably to observe our engagements with them.
(signed) GEORGE REX

By JOHN STUART, Esq; his Majesty’s Agent and Superintendant of the
Southern District of America.
The Great King’s most gracious intentions, towards all the Indians his
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children, contained in the above instructions, being sent from London in
a letter signed by his own hand, and sealed with his own seal, are, pursuant
todhis Majesty’s express commands, communicated te all the nations of
Indians
Given ander my band and seal @t arms, at Charlestown,
this fonrth day of [aly, in the year of owr Lord
one thousand seven hundred and sixty-three, and of
bis Majesty's reign the third.

[signed] John Stuact

The Proclamation of 1761 insisted that the whites should stay in
their own areas and remove themselves from the lands reserved to the
Indians. The Proclamation of 1763 was more precise in that it stated
that “for the present” the Appalachian divide—"the sources of the
rivers which fall into the sea from the west and northwest’—marked
the dividing point between the two races. But at the same time a long
process of marking off boundary lines (which would modify the
proclamation line) with the various southern provinces had begun at
the congress at Augusta. Representing the Cherokees at this meeting
were Attakullakulla (also known as the Prince of Chote and the Little
Carpenter) and another chief named Saluy. Ouconnostotah remained
at home. Other tribes represented were the Choctaws, the Upper and
Lower Creeks, the Chickasaws, and the Catawbas. The meetings began
formally on November 5, 1763, and by November 10, 1763, a treaty
had been signed.

The main grievances of the Cherokees at the congress were the
incursions of the whites into the territory west of the Kanawha River
in Virginia and to the west of Long Canes River in upper South
Carolina. The Cherokee chiefs, however, acknowledged that whites
had been west of the Kanawha for some ten years, and promised that
those residing on the left bank, and also those north of the Holston,
would not be disturbed. The settlers west of the Long Canes River
could remain if they seized no more land there. The Creeks, on the
other hand, were more upset by the incursions into their lands.

Not many weeks after the treaty, Stuart learned that seven Lower
Creek Indians had murdered fourteen whites in the Long Canes area
on December 24, 1763. He then sent messages to the governors notify-
ing them of the incident and requested the Crecks execute the Indians
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involved.r* Stuart also sent “talks” to the other tribes in the South,
including the Cherokees.

JOHN STUART TO THE PRINCIPAL WARRIORS OF THE CHEROKEE
NATION, 14 JANUARY 1764, PP. 177-180

To the head Beloved Man & principal Warriors of the Cherokee Nation at

Choté

Friends and Brothess

I am sotry to acquaint you that so soon after the Congress as the 24th Jast
Month, Fourteen of our People settled near Long cane River were murdered.

You were present at the Congress; You heard the Talks of the different
Nations, their Promises and Professions. You heard the Great King's Pardon
of all past Offences and Offers of Friendship declared, and you wete [word not
visible] in the Treaty which alt the Nations signed. What then can you think of
those who so wickedly and ungratefully, without the Least Provocation spilled
the blood of defenceless people suspecting no harm. Yet seven Creek men,
who for five yeats past lived at Estatoy, perpetrated this peice [sic] of Villany;
and Pretend that they did it by desire of the Cherokees, and particularly of the
Young Warrior Saluy.

1 know you all and I am sure you are innocent, and that you had not the
Least Hand in this affair; I Likewisc believe the Young Warrior knew nothing
of it. But of those Creeks, [line not visible] Protection, how will it Look? — will
not People with good reason think that what they have said is true?

The Crecks have sent me a Talk and Say That if the Cherokees ate innocent,
they will kill the Seven Fellows that committed the Murder.

You are wise Men and know best what to do. I do not doubt but you will
act propetly and clear yourselves of any hand in this wicked affair,

T desite to hear from you as soon as Possible after receiving this, and I
hope to receive a good Talk from you and that you will send good talks all over
Your Nation that the Path may remain Straight as it is at present,

I remain Your affectionate Friend & Brother
John Stuart, Agent &
Superintendant So. District
Charles Town 14 Jany. 1764

The recovered Cherokee Archives have no documents of the period
1764-1770. During these years the whites still pressed in upon the
Chetokees especially along the Carolina and Visginia frontiers, and
Stuart continued his efforts to negotiate Indian boundary lines. Also in
this period two important treaties were negotiated with the Cherokee
Indians. The first was signed at Hard Labour, South Carolina, in
October, 1768, and was primarily intended to draw a boundary between
the troublesome Virginians and the Cherokees. It confirmed the line
negotiated with North Carolina from Reedy River to Chiswell’s Mines,

11 Alden, Jobn Stwart, 182-86. Stuart considered asking for Cherokee help in restrain-
ing the Creeks, but it turned out not to be necessary. The next yeat, two renegade Creck
warriors killed a Long Canes settler, They weee seized by the Cherokees and sent to
Charleston, Tbid., 187-91,
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near the site of Wytheville, Virginia, and extended it to the Ohio River
at the mouth of the Kanawha.** The second treaty, of Lochaber, 1770,
was made necessary by the Treaty of Fort Stanwix of 1768, negotiated
by the northetn superintendent, Sir William Johason, with the Iroquois,
who were permitted to cede the lands south of the Ohio River as far
west as the mouth of the Tennessee. Their claim to that area was vague
and distinctly inferior to that of the Cherokee Nation. Nevertheless,
the treaty led to a rapid migration of white settlers into the region
beyond the Hard Labour line. By 1769 the whites had penetrated into
the Holston, Watauga, and Clinch river valleys. Therefore, the Vit-
ginia governor, Frances Fauquier, demanded that a new Cherokee
boundary be negotiated. This was done in October, 1770, at a meeting
at Lochaber, South Carolina, between Stuart and his deputies and the
Cherokee Chiefs, The new boundary agreed to on this occasion was
described as:

. - . beginning where the boundary line between the province of

North Carolina and the Cherokee hunting grounds terminates fat the

36°30" patallel, the Virginia-North Carolina boundary], and running

thence in 2 west course to a point six miles east of Long Island in

Holsten’s [Holston’s] River, and thence to said river six miles above

the said Long Island, and thence in a direct course to the confluence of

the Great Conhoway [Kanawha] and Ohio rivers,t

At Tochaber, the Cherokees had been most adamant about retain-
ing Long Island (at the site of Kingsport, Tennessee) as they feared
that the strategic location would be used for a fort if the Virginians
had control of it. Therefore the treaty line was moved six miles away
from Long Istand.** Despite this it appears that the Cherokees did not
trust the Virginians and thought it best to keep posted on their activities
in that area. This seems to be the explanation of the following pass

which was issued to the Great Warrior of Chote (Ouconnostotah).

The pass was issued by Alexander Cameron, a Scotsman like
Stuart, who had recently been appointed deputy superintendent of

12 Louis DeVorsey, Ir., The Indian Boundary in the Southern Colowies, 1763-1775
{Chape! Hill, 1961), 64-65.

1% Ibid., 66-78; Alden, fobn Stuart, 273-80, The “beginning” point was the inter:
section of the Hard Labour line with the North Carolina-Virginia boundary, the 36°30
parallel,

14 DeVorsey, The Indian Boundary, 77.
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Indian affairs. Cameron lived among the Cherokees and had a great
deal of influence over them.™

SAFE CONDUCT FOR THE GREAT WARRIOR, ISSUED BY
ALEXANDER CAMERON, MARCH, 1771, P. 169.

The Great Wartior of Chote is the Bearer hereof. He intends to hunt
Beaver from hence to the Long Island and there abouts, until the arrival of the
Virginia Commissioners who are appointed by that Govetnment to run the
Boundary Line, and will be at the Long Island Some Time in May next—It is
therefore required that all persons will use him and his people with hospitality
and Civility, they behaving as becometh friends and allies: it is likewise hoped
that if he Should met [meet] with any hunting !Earties that they will remove
from the Lands, which ate reserved for the Cherokees.

Given under my hand and

Seal at ‘Foqueh'® Thirteenth
day of March 1771
Alexr. Cameron Dept. Superint.

The boundary line as agteed upon at Lochaber was to be surveyed
chiefly by Cameron and Colonel John Donelson (a member of the
Virginia House of Delegates and a participant in the treaty}. The
leading Cherokee tepresentative was Attakullakulla, the Little Car-
penter. They began their task on May 27, 1771, and surveyed westward
along what they judged to be the 36°30’ parallel to its junction with
the South Fork of the Holston River. At that point they made the
first deviation from the line as agreed to at Lochaber. Instead of con-
tinuing along the parallel, they agreed that the line should follow the
course of the South Fotk of the Holston to the vicinity of the Long
Island. As the Little Carpenter later explained it, he learned there
were some white people living north of the river, and he “pittied
them.” Thus, the so-called “Nosth Holston™ settlement between Sap-
ling Grove (Bristol) and the South Fork was placed outside the
Indian country, and that pottion of the present Tennessee was also
considered to be a part of Virginia until the 36°30 line was eventually
surveyed (incotrectly) in 1779. When the Lochaber surveyors reached
the point six miles above the Long Island, the Indians agreed to a
much greater deviation from the treaty provisions. In exchange,
apparently, for a promise (never fulfilled) of an inctease of £500 in
payment for the lands, they permitted a shift of the line from “a

15 Alden, Jobn Stuart, 187, n.34; John P. Brown, 0ld Frontiers: The Story of the
Chevokee Indians from Earliest Times to the date of Their Removal to the Weisi, 1838
{Kingsport, 1938), 122-23.

16 An Overhill town.
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direct course” northward to the mouth of the Kanawha to a course
westward to the headwaters of the Louisa (now the Kentucky) and
along that stream to the Ohio River, and then up the river to the mouth
of the Kanawha, adding about ten million actes to the region ceded.””

Although Attakullakulla and the other Cherokees who patticipated
in the survey were apparently aware of the white settlements north
of the South Fork of the Holston and agreed to the modification of the
line in their favor, they seem not to have been aware of, or more
probably neglected to mention, three other settlements which had
been made beyond the Lochaber line. One was made by William Bean,
James Robertson, and others near the site of Elizabethton; another by
Jacob Brown on the Nolichucky near the site of Erwin; and the third
was a store established by John Carter and his partner Joseph Parker
in what later became known as Cartet’s Valley, west of the Holston
below the Long Island. The settlers in the first two wete soon to lease
their lands from the Cherokees and organize a homespun government
known as the Watauga Association. The third, which is mentioned in
the next letter, had come to Attakullakulla’s attention just before he
left Donelson and started back home at the end of the survey. Before

leaving he declared:

I expect that you will inform the Govetnour [Botetourt] that
we are daily infested with some white Hunters from your province;
but as the Boundaty line is now plain, they will bunt on their own
Lands; if not, they may be compelled to do it. I have yet one more
thing to tell you, and that is that a Trader who lives now below the
great [Long] Island sollicits us to remain there. But we cannot allow
1,18

‘The following letter, which deals with this matter, appears to
have been written during the winter of 1771-72 since Stuart was in
West Florida from May 1771 to May 1772 and in Mobile from
December 1771 to January 1772.*

17 Alden, John Stwari, 283-85. DeVorsey in his The Indian Boundery, 79-85, and
also in his "“The Virginia-Cherokee Boundary of 1771,” East Tennessee Historical Society's
Publications, No, 33 (1961), 17-31, describes the changes and also prints Donelson's map
of the survey (found in the British Public Record Office}, and in the latter also a
tracing from another Donelson map, “A Sketch of the Cherokee Boundaries with . . .
Virginia, etc. 1771."

18 Samuel €, Williams, The Dawn of the Tennessce Valley and Tennessee History
(Johnson City, 1937), 334-53. The quotation is on pp. 349-50.

18 Alden, Jobu Stwart, 322.23. The British agent, Alexander Cameron, must have
been misinformed about the gift of a 12-mile tract to the traders (Carter and Parker)
“below the Long Island.” ‘They were driven out and fotced back to the Watauga Valley,
where Carter hecame one of the first judges of the Watauga Association. I4/d., 373-76.
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LETTER OF ALEXANDER CAMERON, NO DATE, PP. 173-176.
Friends & Brothers

When I left the Nation, I thought that I would have been able to give you
Some Accounts from your father Capt. Stuast in and about this time but I have
not heard from him Since I saw you, altho 1 wrote to him about every thing
that we Transacted to the Norward, as well as in the Nation Last Summer &
fall; He is Still at Mobile, but he’s expected in Chas. Town in the Spring—
Brothers — I have agreeable to my Promise, Sent in my Brother to Virginia to
acquaint the Governor & his Befoved men, that the Course of the Boundary
line to where we left it on the Cedar River was agreeable & approved of by all
your Chiefs and beloved Men, & to remind Col. Donelson of his Promise of
Sending a few presents to the Long Island upon Holston in the Spring — But
as my Brother is not yet retusn'd 1 cannot inform you of what their answer
may be — altho I doubt not but Coll. Donelson will represent Your Generosity
to the Governor & wise men in the strongest terms, and that his Talk will
have the greatest weight with them - I am daily in expectation of my Brothers
retusn for he has been gone upwasd of two moons from hence, and upon his
Atrival 1 Shall either Visit you, or Communicate to you whatever Talks 1 shall
receive from Virginia—

I am Sorry to inform you Brothers that I have been told that the gath to
Virginia has been spoil'd this Winter by Some of your young Men Sheding of
the Blood of White People from that Province—I make no doubt but they have
been stealing of your Deer & Game from you. Contrary to the Great Kings
Talk, and also the great & ruling Men of Virginia and if you had taken them-
selves, their guns, horses & leather, you would have been justifyed; but to take
away lives, is what the great King will not Suffer. But when any of his Children
commits a Crime, They must be examined & T'tied by a Particular Sett of wise
men that he hath chosen purposely for that Business & if found Guilty by
Sufficient prooffs, or evidence who were eye witness to any bad Acts, then
Such Person ot Persons, so found guilty Shall be killd in the presence of
Hundreds of People.

I need not tell you Brothers, what Conditions you Signed at the last
Peace. 1 hope that you will not Suffer Young foolish men to involve your
whole Nation into Trouble, by Acting as they think Proper.

There is one thing more that I am to mention to you, and that I have just
now been informed of—You Cannot forget your Promisses to your Father
Capt. Stuart of never granting any Land without first informing him of #—
You Seemed Sorry to have given the land to the Traders without first acquaint-
ing him of your design, & then you told me at my house at Toqueh that you
never Should T'ransact any Business of Moment without his, or my knowledge.
But I am now told that you have given away a Tract of Twelve Mile Square
on Holston River to the Traders who are Settled there below the Long Island.
But this I do not give the least Credit to, no never Shall, untill I hear it from
Youtselves for I have known you a long Time and always found Your Tongues
& Mind go together In Token of this Talk being Sincere & from your
Brother, I send you a White String of Wampum. I remain as I always Shall

Your firm Friend & Brother  Alexr. Cameron
John Vann2* Conveys this to you, whom I have Sent to Talk & receive any
Public Talks that you may have to Communicate A C

20 One of the interpreters who assisted in running the Donelson line.

(To be continued in Pzblications No. 44)




