
Source Set 4 Fort Loudoun 

Essential Question: 

What do these sources reveal about the 
relationship between the British and 

Cherokee in the 1700’s? 

1. Determine if your sources are primary or secondary.
2. Read Ramsey’s account of the Fort Loudoun Massacre.
3. Identify any locations mentioned in the account on the 
map.
4. Compare Ramsey’s account with the timeline. Are there 
any differences?
5. Be prepared to share your answer to the essential 
question.



Smith, G.G.  A sketch of the Cherokee Country, being a reduced copy from Mante's History Engraved for Bancroft's 
History of the United States. 1772. Tennessee  State Library and Archives, Nashville. TSLA. Web. June 23, 2016. < 
http://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p15138coll23/id/8559/rec/1> 

 

http://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p15138coll23/id/8559/rec/1


The Fort Loudoun Massacre 

1756- British begin building Fort 
Loudoun to protect Cherokee towns from 
French allied Native Americans and 
protect South Carolina from invasion. 

1756- Britain declares war on France and 
allies with the Cherokee. 

1759- Attakullakulla arranges release of 
Oconostota and two other prisoners. 

1759- Cherokee leaders try to make 
peace; Oconostota and 25 other 
Cherokee taken hostage by British at 
Fort Prince George. 

1759- Oconostota returns to Fort Prince 
George and kills its commander after he 
refuses to release other prisoners. 1759- British soldiers kill remaining 23 

Cherokee prisoners in retaliation. 

August 7, 1760- Captain Demere 
surrenders Fort Loudoun after siege. 
Demere promises to leave cannon, but 
buries them instead. August 10, 1760-  Cherokee attack and 

massacre retreating forces. They kill 23 
including Demere and take 120 hostages. 

1761-  Attakullakulla negotiates peace 
after the British attack Cherokee towns 

1757-1758 Cherokee returning from war 
take Virginia settlers horses. Settlers kill 
Cherokee and Cherokee seek retribution. 

1759- 1760- Cherokee under Ostenaco 
besiege Fort Loudoun. 

May, 1761 - British forces march into 
Cherokee country in retaliation for Fort 
Loudoun Massacre. 

Long-term Causes 

1. British sought Native American allies in conflict with France
2. The British did not understand Cherokee culture and believed themselves to be superior to the Cherokee.

Long-term Effects 

1. Fort Loudoun is abandoned.
2. The British issue the Proclamation of 1763 forbidding settlement west of the Appalachian Mountains.

3. Fighting between the Cherokee and British settlers continues.
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