
Source Set 1 Deer Trade 

Essential Question: 

What do these sources reveal about the 
relationship between the British and 

Cherokee in the 1700’s? 

1. Determine if your sources are primary or secondary.
2. Read the price list. How did trade with the British help the
Cherokee?  How did the trade benefit the British?
3. Read the transcript of   Skiagunsta’s and Little Carpenter’s
(Attakullakulla) discussion with Governor Glen.  What issues do
they discuss?
4. Be prepared to share your answer to the essential question.



Rate of Exchange in 1717 

Agreement between colonists and Cherokee 
 
 
Item                  Number of Deerskins 
 
Gun                        35 
 
1 yard of strouds cloth               8 
 
White duffel blanket             16 
 
Hatchet                         3 
 
Narrow hoe                   3 
 
Broad  hoe                         5 
 
30 bullets                         1 
 
Scissors                         1 
 
Knife                      1 
 
String of beads                        1 
 
12 flints                         1 
 
Laced broadcloth coat             30 
 
Ax                          5 
 
Pistol               20 



Taken From a “List of Price of Goods,” Nov. 1, 1751 
 
 
Item                   Number of Deerskins 
 
A blanket                   3 bucks or 6 does 
 
2 yards strouds [cloth]             3 bucks or 6 does 
 
A knife                   1 doe 
 
A large knife, buckhandled        1 buck 
 
1 gun           7 bucks for 14 does 
 
60 bullets                   1 doe 
 
Fine ribands [ribbons]         1 buck 2 yards or 4 does 
 
Fine ruffled shirts         4 bucks or 8 does 
 
 
1 pound (lb.) deerskin = doe skin 
2 pound (lb.) deerskin = buck skin 
 
 

Deerskin Trade Facts 
 
1698-1715    Colonists exported between 53,000 and 54,000 deerskins  
                      each year. 
 

     1748    Colonists exported around 160,000 skins. 
 

 
          1764    John Stuart, southern superintendent for Indian affairs   
                     claimed that annual exports approached around 400,000  
                     hides. 
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