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LETTERS OF GOVERNOR WILLIAM BLOUNT
Fipirep 8y Prite M. Havmer

William Blount, the oldest of the eight children of Jacob ang:
Barbara Gray Blount, was born in North Carolina, March 26,
1749. He entered public life as an officer in the army of reve.
lutionary North Carolina in 1776 and was thereafter, until hig
death, almost continuously in public office. He served in hot)
houses of the North Carolina legislature and in the Continenta]
Congress. He was a member of the Convention of 1787 tha
framed the Constitution of the United States and of the Nort
Carolina convention that ratified the Constitution. In 1790
President Washington appointed him to the office of governor
of the Territory of the Unifed States South of the River Ohio
(more briefly known as the Sonthwest Territory). Blount was
the president of the convention that in 1796 framed the con
stitution under which the Southwest Territory became the state:
of Tennessee. He was one of Tennessee’s first United States
Senators, but his service in the Senate was brief. He was
charged with conspiracy to attack the nearby possessions,
Florida and Louisiana, of a friendly power, Spain, and was
expelled from the Senate. Almost at once he was elected to
the Tennessee Senate and was chosen to be speaker of that body.
Further political preferment at the hands of Tennesseeans was
prevented by his death on Mareh 21, 1800. '

The following letters were written by William Blount during
the six years of his service as governor of the Southwest Terri-
tory. The originals are in the Draper Collection of Manuseripts
in the possession of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin.
Permission to print them has kindly been given by that society.
The editor has attempted to give in printed form as accurate
a reproduction as possible of the capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling of the originals. Only the formal conclusions and sig-

natures have been omitted,
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Letters of William Blount

To Daniel Smith'
At My Yancey’s in the ceded Territory of the
United States South of the River Ohio October

11th 1790,

TAM BL ar Siv .
OUNT arriv’ed here yesterday. My servant was [sick] on the Road
MER hould have been here five days sooner— T find it neces-
thig Side

to £ill the Commissions for the civil officers on
berland Mountain pefore L come over to your part of the
e, this I shall do as soon as I can and then come on.— 1 shall
h need your assistance but shall do the best I can without
taking it for granted that you will have no Objection [to]
thenticating my executive Acts upon my Record of them.
en I shall be over 1 can form no positive Opinion but it shall
tainly be as soon as the Business here to be done will permit

‘The Answer of Governor Blount to The Address of
‘the officers and other Inhabitonts of the County of
Greene,”’ November 8, 1790.

children of Jacob an
» Carolina, March 26
- in the army of reve
s thereafter, until hi
a. He gerved in hot
nd in the Continental
wention of 1787 tha
vtes and of the Nort
onstitution. In 1790
he office of governo
ith of the River Ohio
rritory). Blount wa
1796 framed the con
tory became the stat
s first United States
was brief. He wa
nearby possessions;
wer, Spain, and was:
ce he was elected to
speaker of that body
of Tennesseeans was
).

Villiam Blount daring’
the Southwest Terri-
ection of Manuseripts
Society of Wiscongin.:
given by that society..
ted form as accurate:
tion, punctuation, and!
| conclusions and sig-:

lemen,
ith you I have long since been convinced that a Separation

this Territory from the Qtate of North Carolina wounld tend
{he Happyness of both and as a Member of her Legislature
ser did what was in my power to effect so desirable an Hvent
| in my present Qtation 1 shall be equally diligent in my
deavours to realize that Happyness which ‘We have all an-

pated.
" thank you for your Congratulations and Assurances of

pport to the Dignity and Xmnergy of Government

To General Dawiel Smith
Mr Cobbs® April 17th 1791

ar Sir,
On the 26th of last Month Cox, Gilbert and Strother?® and

1Daniel Smith was one of the first setilers in the Cumberland region. Tn 1750
twas appointed seeretary of the Southwest Territory.

‘aTor some time after his arrival in the’ territory Blount made his home with
Higm Cobb on the Watauga River, not far from the present Johmzon City.
:‘8Zachariah Cox, Thomas Giiberé, John Strother, and others were members of the
Tennessee Company to which Georgia had sold land in the Muscle Shoals region. They
nned to promofe a settlement mear the Shoals. Becanse of the fact that this
gion lay within territory that
Indians, President Washington i
propoged settlement. I was at
Indiang.

the United States had recognized as belonging to the
ssued n proclamation forbidding the making of the
tempted, mevertheless, but was broken up by the
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twenty nine other armed men left the Mouth of French Broag
and proceecded down the River, I believe only three of thep
were of this Territory namely James Hubbard, Peter Bryan anq
John Riddle. What opperation the Conduct of these Peoply
may have on the Treaty is impossible for me to tell but if it hag
not a bad one I have no doubt I shall have a good Treaty.-—«
I have not received any official Information from either of the
Secretaries since your departure but I am informed through 4
Channel to which I pay full faith that all the Goods contained
in my Hstimate and more teo are ordered by the President {g
be forwarded to me via Richmond. Whether the Land Law ig
passed or nof I am also uninformed but I suspect it is nof;
General Seveir® ig not returned. Judge Campbell® has pro-
ceeded on to Philadelphia— A Mr Anderson” of the State of
Delaware is appointed in the Place of Mr Perry resigned but
not yet arrived. Congress have passed an Aet authorizing the
President so to extend the ten Miles square for the permanent
seat of Government as to include Alexandria, the Mouth of the.
eastern Branch and the Mouth of Hunfing Creek that is they,
have passed an Act agreeable to his wishes and design in the
Report which you saw when here. The Act imposing a duty
on distilled spirits from the Growth of the United States is also
passed the duty on the lowest proof is 9 Cents per Gallon and
higher according to the Proof if stilled in any Town or Village
and upon all stills sit up in the Country 60 Cents per Gallon.
It is said that this Act does not extend to either of the terri
torial Districts. The next Congress meet in October— The
President is now on hig Tour to the Southward.— Major King®
from the Cherokees writes me that he has found one of th

Chickasaws at Chota who informed as well as he could unde

stand that both the Canoes in which were the four Chickasaws

4The Treaty of the Holston, negotiated with the Cherokes Indians by William
Blount, was signed on July 2, 1791. By it the Indians ceded a eonsiderable tract of
land in what now is Tennessee.

8John Sevier was Brigadier-General of the militia of Washington Distriet of the
Southwest Territory. In a number of letters by Blount and in some other contem-
porary records the name was spelled Seveir.

6David Campbell was one of the judges of the Southwest Territory.

7Joseph Insles Anderson was one of the judges of the Southwest Territory. A_

biographieal skoteh by Fay E. MeMillan is in East Tenn, Hist, Soc., Publication
No. 2 (Knoxville, 1930), 81-93.

8Robert King, for whom the town of Kingston, Tennessee, was named.

were O3
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Mouth of French over turned in the Tennessee about the Suck,ﬂ' that they
ieve only three oth?: e_rt(am shore with the loss of all their Prfasents, Cloathmg & af}'lms
nbbard, Peter Bryan an e runing Water Town, that afte'r being there some Tlmeth ey
londnet of these Peop} seovered the Cherokees would kill them which mémcedN_ flﬂ‘é
or me to tell but if it ha quit the Cherokees under the Cover of a dark raaénfg iﬁl
have a good Treaty.— ost naked and without arms. W}lafc has hecome 0 ehof 1\011
ation from either of th, o I have not heard— Major King or@ered the one t :‘;11-1 19
am informed through'; nd up to Gen. Cocks in order that he .mlghjc pass the Wi ch er-
all the Goods containe & with the Bearer Mr Allison® having Z-ElI‘St procured 1]1;1
red by the President { e Cloaths which T shall pay for.— 1 wish you wouldo’;a. e
hether the Land Law i o earliest opportunity of stating the Treatment of th'ese ( ag_
but I suspect it is not ws fairly to the Mountain Leader' for I suspect 1t0;1v1ﬂt. e
lge Campbell® has pro atated and perhaps much to my Injury-— 1f the 1 og, E];N
iderson’ of the State § mes with Mr Allison you can write by h-lm— I forwar de]ci er
Mr Perry resigned bu tter to the Chickasaws which you copied as soon .as.It nte],:\
| an Act authorizing th ‘Tennessee People had pushed off that is I put it in 0]1 e
uare for the permanen nds of King to forward from the Cherokees— 1f you have
ndria, the Mouth of th isure I shall be happy to see you at the Treaty T do not mean
ting Creek that is they any particular Business—
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To Joseph Martin'?
Treaty Ground June 6th 1791

ar Sir,

Why did you not write me by an old man Wh(? told you he was
ming to this Place— Reports have preva]le(_i to your dis-
Jdvantage which are happily contradieted in decided Terms by
My Ore and Mr Hacket and Capt. Faunche witnesses your en-
avours to put the Indiang in the proper way of Thinking for
¢h T return you my Thanks, pray continue them. I ghall .be
ad to see you and Mr Madison with you— I do. not promise
_employ him ag an Interpreter but if I do not it will b.e because
he Indians object to him and T do not know their sentiments on

at head yet.

+ Cherckee Indians by William
5 ceded a considerable tract of

of Washington Distriet of the

unt and in some other eontem- A treacherous place in the Tennessee River, a few miles helow Chattanooga. For

iy years it was a great hinderance to navigation of the river. ) -

thwest Terrifory, 0Probably David Allison with whom Blount wasg at times assoelated in land spee-

f the Southweat Territory, A ulations, o ' e

Tenn, Hist. SBoc., Publications; 130therwise known as Piamingo, a Chickasaw chie ain, o rero.
: “'12Note by L. C. Draper: ‘‘At this period Gen. Martin was trading in the Chers-

kea nation.?’

Nnessee, was named.
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To Joseph Martin

Treaty Ground near the Mouth of
French Broad on the Bank of the
Holston'® June 16th 1791

Dear Sir,

Your Letters of the 14th and 15th Instant by Mr. Davidsoy
and Mr Shields T have received for both of which I am Tmreh
obliged to you. Iam very sorry for the Offence that the Bloody
Fellow and Watts have taken and am at a loss how to remove it
I am sure it was not intended. If I was to write to them I do 1ot
suppose it would have any good Hffect.— I can only request
my good Sir that you will nse your Influence to convince them
that no offence has been intended and to aid Major King with
your Advice when you see he stands in need of Advice—— [
thank you for your friendly offices and beg that yon will continue
them to the bringing about the Treaty which for days past hag
appeared in a very promising way.— You may assure the
Indians in the strongest Terms of good Treatment and I assure
you it is their true Inferest to come in and treat— I really
wish they would so conduct themselves as that it may be in the
Power of the United States to make them a much happier
People than they are or can be if they do not treat.— Colonels
Shelby and Kennedey arrived here yesterday from Kentucky
with a Deposition respecting the Injury that Country has sus-
tained [from] the Cherokees and their Injuries had been 80
great that Nothing but the approaching Treaty prevented an
army marching before thigs for the Destruction of the Chicka
mogga Towns— The People at large of Kentucky were so de-
termined on this Measure that it was with great difficulty they:
could be restrained by the more thinking part of the officers—
Be pleased to show this Letter to Major King—

To John Sevier

Mr Cobbs  January 2d 1792
Dear Sir,

I have granted the Ticense to Jo'* as extensively as he wished, Juy 22,
Mr Allison sat off for Philadelphia on Wednesday and I have jd']eﬁd}e(f‘ t::

180n the site of the present Enoxville, The Tennessee River from Knoxville to:
the mouth of the Little Tennessee was then ealled the Holston,

14John Sevier’s oldest son, Joseph.
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beg your Pardon for not giving you timely Information but
really never ocenrred to me until the very Morning he was
out to sit out and then it was foo late to answer any good
qrpose to you. T lament with you the Loss of so many valuable
on particularly that of Captain Tipton'® he was certainly a
ung Man of great Bravery and worth— Mr Allison informed
. that he directed Mr Nuolick to send up to your Care from
hmond a Box of glags If it is come I beg you to take the
4t opportunity of forwarding it down to Knoxville'® or to
van’s Ferry perhaps Jo can carry it in his waggon. 1 shall
e at Jonesboro, I believe on Wednesday on my way to Knox-
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To John Sevier
Jonesboro. Thursday March 8th 92

ear Sir

am thus far on my way to Knoxville with my family and
hould have been happy in Meeting you here but as 1 have not
console myself with the Hope of shortly seeing you at Knox-
le on your long threatened visit to that part of the Country.—
Taesday I paid a Visit to Colonel Tipton,'" my Reception
a3 kind and the Interview very satisfactory.— Coneciliation
:d Public Happyness were the Objects. While I was there the
otition of which you have heard was committed to the flames
the Colonel Himself in presence of Dd Allison. 1 was first
duced to think of this Visit by Communications made to me
y Judge Campbell and am truly pleased with the Hvent—

Allison went off yesterday quite uneasy lest by some mistake
the several notes he had written you giving you Information of
o Time he would set out had failed to reach you in Time—

15Captain Jacob Tipton, commaznder of a company of volunteers from the South-
st Territory, was killed in the battle in which, on November 4, 1791, the North-
stern Indians defeated the army of General Arthur St. Clair in the present state
-Ohio, ’
10Presumably this glass was intended for Governor Blounb’s home. As early as
uly 22, 1791, Blount had defermined to make the place where he ncgotiated the
freaty with the Cherokee his future home and the capital of the territory, and had
doeided to name it Knoxville. The town was Iaid eut and Blount purchased a lot at
& first sale, October 3, 1791, His home atill stands and has been placed in the
mitody of the Governor William Blount Mansion Association.

717 Johu Tipton was the leader of a faction that was hostile to John Sevier during
¢ days of the State of Franklin and after.

obbs  January 2d 1792
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To Daniel Smith

_ Knoxville April 27th 1799
Dear Sir,

I have not yet heard from David Alison so that I know ney
how my Proposals for a Treaty with the Chickasaws and Choe.
taws will be received— All T know respecting these Natioyg
as to the Tntentions of Congress towards them is contained jy
some Letters from the Secretary of War to their Chiefs whieh
are commitied to the Bearer and Mr A. Foster to deliver. The
Seals are not closed and they have my Instructions to give you
and General Robertson the reading of them before they arp._
On the 21st the Cherokee Chiefs arrived from Philadelphigts
with Mr Shaw and on the 23d proceeded down the River fy
Coyatee with their own and the Goods of the Nation for the'
annual allowance where a General meeting of the Nation ig ¢y
take place shortly say within twenty days and the national Goods’
to be divided~—— Their own amount to about 3700 dolars
and those for the Nation about 1700— I am strongly solicited:
to attend this meeting and shall do it and its probable Mrg:
Blount will accompany me— I have promised them for Pro
visions twenty Cattle & some meal and it appears to me essential’
that I should be there. You recollect the Character we heard of -
Shaw inquire further on that Head of Judge Campbell.— The'
Journey of the Chiefs to Philadelphia. altogether will cost about
ten thousand dollars. Yon will no doubt ask but how will you:
conduet yourself at this meeting I answer in such manner as.
shall leave the United States at liberty to punish the offending
Indians or not as they please that is I will neither promise For-
giveness nor demand Satisfaction— A Book is brought forward
containing all the Talks held at Philadelphia and it appears the
Chiefs acknowledge the signing and understanding the Treaty but
have egregiously lied as to the means and manner of its being
brought about so mmch that for my own Justification I must
reply to it particularly. T would more properly have said in
gratification of my own Feelings I can say nothing about the
Running of the Line until after the meeting at Coyatee and it
may be that they and myself may 80 agree as to need no Com

188ome of the Cherckeo, dissatisfied with the payment that was provided them in
the Treaty of the Holston for the ceded Tands, went to Philadelphia and secured s
additional compensation.
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Letters of William Blount

sioners in extending the Line near this Place— I shall try
=+t but I fear I shall not snceceed.— The very day I ordered
raft in Hawkins of a Company fo be sent for the Protection
he Trontiers of Mero District the Wife of Harper Rateliff
. Children were killed — (See the Knoxville Gazette) —**
dry Horses stolen and a Party of Indians pursued and fired
y Colonel Cox of Russell County— This last Circumstance
. much complained of by the uper Towns as the Party fired
did not happen to be the same that took the Horses— All
is so alarmed the People of this County that I could not think
marching men from it and have been obliged to issue an Order
‘the Company to range on the Frontiers of if.— I have not
ordered another to be raised in lien from any other County—
 know how reluctantly 1 order drafts.— I have Hopes that
ilities will cease and that the two Companies ordered out
the Cumberland People will be sufficient for to protect the
ontiers.
ts pretty certain Bowls?® has left the Creeks and that Me-
ivray is returning to that Nation— I sghall not forward
hornberry’s Deposition to the Secretary of War until I again
oar from you— If you take it over again I beg you to insert
the Circumstance of double Head having a Pass signed by me
this would be a great Proof of his having been at the Treaty
' of his being the same who signed it for it may be that
orthern People may wish to have it understood that the mis-
jief is done by Indians who were not at the Treaty and who
not consider themselves bound by it— Pray persivere in
ur Determination to take the Deposition of Doct Waters on
his Subject. In taking Thornberry’s anew it will be best to
1ke notice of such Things as he can swere to fully and par-
ularly, putting in the Mischief done at Cumberland generally
1 destroy even that which is particularly mentioned
From what I have heard there is no doubt but Double Head
_guilty as charged by Thornberry.— .Judge Campbell has
ound great difficulty in his Mind in setting out, T have fur-
ished a guard for him and used every argument to send him

19This was the first paper published in Tennessee. A file for the years 1791-95 is
“the possession of the Tennessee Historieal Society in Nashville, A photostatic
opy of this file is in the MeClung Collection of the Lawson MeGhee Library in
Knoxville.
o 20William Augustus Bowles wag an adventurer in the Creek Nation and a rival of
18 Creek chieftain, Alexander MeGillivray.
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forward— I wish him well and that much attention should p,
paid to him-— If he is not attended to it will afford greaf
Pleasure to a man who deserves Pain only at my Hands— |
must tell you if the lower Towns are not furnished it will not
be for the want of a just Statement of their Conduct so far ag
1t has come to my knowledge— I shall lay out two new Countieg
as goon as Judge Carpbell returns— Please communicate the
Contents of this Letter to General Robertson? as I may net
write him go fully.— '

To Daniel Smith
Governor Blount’s Compliments to Secretary Smith, will
thank him to cause the Patents inclosed herewith to be recorded
pay the Hxpense and sent back to him. The Kxpense shall b
repaid~—— April 29th 1792,

P. 5. Binee writing and closing my Letter to you a Letter ig to
hand from Allison in which is the following Paragraph *‘The

Secretary of War observed (Gfovernor Blounts Plans were cer
tainly founded on Policy as well as the true Principles of Justic
that he would venture to assure me every part should be com
plied with and that T might write the Governor to that Purpor
which I have now done as nearly as I can recolleet in his ow
words’— This was the answer of the first Interview so tha
it is not fully and absolutely to be depended upon as the Presi
dent was to be consulted, but promises well— Allisons lette
was dated March 25th and he adds as soon as he has a positiv
answer after the President is consulted he will inform me b
Express. :

To Dawniel Smith
July 24th 1792
Dear Sir,

Smith, Foster and Robertson are returned with a large an
full Representation of the Chickasaws and about one hundre
and twenty Chactaws among whom are some Chiefs of Consé
quence— Ag yetf the greater part are out upon Harper for the
Benefit of Grass for their Horses.— No News of Alligcon no
my Boats.— A Party are gone down to the Month of Duck to
meet them.—  MeCabe wishes you to send down two Hogshead

21James Robertson was a leading figure in the Cumberland settlement and Drig
adier-General of the militia of Mero District of the Southwest Territory. :

- Tobace
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bacco as soon as you can— The Hogshead he had of Dead-
s nearly out.— It seems a Meeting of the District is to
place at Nashville on Satarday to draw up a State of Suf-
ngs &e &e. 1 wish you to be present and I shall be happy
se you then and at all other Times— Suppose you come
on. Thursday that we may talk Things over and over on

1 attention should
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To John Sevier
Knoxville May 31st. 1793.

hat I had a right to call an Assembly when it should be as-
ained to me that there were five thousand male inhabitants
he Territory of full age, I never had a doubt but 1 doubted
\ther it would be to the benefit of the people for me so to do.
ice T referred the question Assembly or no Assembly to the
ople at large, Believing they were the best judges of if, and
the people at large would not be otherwise than pleased at
‘decision of the majority. In making this reference, I en-
voured to do it in such terms as to express no opinion or wish
my own, for nor against the question, nor have 1 in any letter
verbal communication expressed my wishes against an As-
mbly— but on the contrary if the people wished an Assembly
ished them to have it, and still wish it, if the people believe
will be for their henefit. Tt has been said by some persons,
1d T would willingly hope upon good motives, that the question
25 been taken hastily, and that the people have been surprised
to a negative of the question, and that if it was again put it
uld be determined in the affirmative upon better information
' a more perfect knowledge of their affairs and situation.
t is my wish that the question should be considered as yet
pen for their determination. Observe 1 say wish for I can only
ecommend or request of the people, not order it, and I con-
ered my former circular letter on that head as recommenda-
v not mandatory. That was the mode in which the census
taken, and it met the approbation of the people. The bustle
ade at several of the county courts about fthe act respecting
tax upon proceedings at law would appear to me to be pre-
iture, and can tend only to sow an impolitic and unwise de-
ve of dissatisfaction among the unthinking but well meaning
art of the people. The right to disapprove that act is vested
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T
in Congress only. The necessity for the Governor and Judge
to pass an act on that subject was evident. Some Clerks g,
other Officers had demanded and received the tax imposed }
the law of North Carolina, others had declined it. Those wy,
had received the taxes, without the act, were withont any pow,
to call them to account for the sums received, and certainly ;
could not be consistent with the public interest that they shoyl
colleet them for their own use and benefit. This was an ay;
that a Grand Jury presented as a grievance, as I have hegy
informed. The object of the act was to please not to displeag
the people. The taxes when collected are for the common benefis
of the people at large and will be appropriated by a legislaturs
whenever that event takes place and not till themn. :

No body will say that the Ordinance the temporary constit
tion of this country is a good one—but it is to be observed that
it is temporary not permanent. If certain liberties are gy
up temporarily, temporary benefits are given in Lieu, that is t
expense of government, of which the people bear no part, n
even the tax of an excise, for it is borne by the federal gover
ment.

My object in administering the government has been to pleas
the people as far as I could consistent with the duties I ows

the federal government, having always in view their happines:
The pleasure of pleaging to me is a great one, but unmerite
censure gives no pain except that of reflecting that it is drawn
on me by the address of people who have not maturely though
on the subject, or have objects in view different from that 0
the public good :

To John Sevier
Knoxville Sunday June 2d 1793
Dear Sir :
By the Bearer Mr Roulstomune®? T had the Pleasure of you
letters as well as your friendly verbal Communications for whi
I return you my Thanks.— 'The present Bussle is very di
agreeable to me and has been unquestionably raised fori
Benefit on designing Persons as they hope but with proper
address and Temper I hope these Disturbers will be disappoint
of their object if an assembly does take place and it is my earne
wish that the People will vote for an asgembly. '

22George Roulstone wag editor and publisher of the Enoazville Gasetie.
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K noxvilie Gagette.

Tlaving refered this question to the People I do not scarcely
] myself at liberty to call one if they determine against it—

1l accept the Invitation of the President to visit him at Phila-

1p
be at Chota today if not before to determine on that question—

sey & other articles to take the Trade they and their Party
which will be numerous bring up.— Mrs Blount hag been long
ting out on a visit o her Friends in Carolina, will now cer-
ainly leave this on friday the Tth Instant and take Jonesboro

place to prevent it and we will be at Jonesboro on Monday the
th when and where 1 will be happy to meet you and we will

ghip for you ever has been and is of the most inviable kind.
[P.8.] Iam without Information from the Northward almost
ime immemorial 1 mean official

Would it not be well indeed best for you to issue your Orders
o the lower Counties and forward them by Mr Roulstoune It |

ou not best order Lovely as Major of Brigade to hold himself
1 Readiness— This would show that you are quite in earnest

le whole utility of the whole Order.—

- I will be back?®® between the 1st & 10th Septr. keep Peace until
that Time (my Return) and ill as (ongress have behaved in
neglecting to give Power to the President I flatter myself 1
will procure some Thing to be done for the Relief of the Fron-
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owith you have a Copy of a cireular letters to the Colonels
¢ Counties which 1 hope will have a oo0d effect and which
will use as you judge most proper for the Peace and Order
Qovernment— The news Paper contains the news of this
e very correctly detailed.— T believe the Cherokee Chiefs

hia-—Watts, the Bloody Fellow and many other Chiefs are

ur son Joseph is just sitting out with a good quantity of

er way— 1 shall accompany her if no unforeseen Hvent takes

k all Things over; for the present permit me o say my friend-

To John Sevier
Granaway’s Sunday June 16th 17 93

Private

uld seem as if they came on the spur of the Ocecasion.— Had !

“going yourself and upon that being really believed depends

States, where he made a plea for the adoption by the federal government of a more

23Blount made a trip to Philadelphia, then the geat of government of the Tnited

gorons Indian policy in defense of the inhabitants of the sonthwestern Lrontier.
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tiers, my Abilities and Exertionsg shall not be wanting— At th
Court of Oyer I hope proper steps will be taken by yourself ay
other leading Characters to quiet the minds of the Pe

Mr Roulstoune will teach People to believe as he come

that he has Orders for a Campaign— I consider him entire]
confidential and have thonght it best he should do so

To John Sevier
Philadelphia August 28th 1793
Dear Sir

By this Conveyance T write to the Judges a lLetter which I
presume they will receive ai the Washington Superior Court
and which I request them to shew to you not knowing how better
to inform you of the State of Things here. Whatever may he
the Hvent of Things on the Frontiers T can assnre you the
Exertions of General Pickens and mysell’ in favour of thogg
distressed People have not here heen wanting.,

It is here strongly hoped nay believed that the Northern Tribe
will make a Peace and on that Event Wayne’s Army with the
aid of the Militia of the Southern Territory and others ecap
easily chastise our perfidious Yellow Brethren to the South

All the Payrolls of your Brigade have been andited and re

ported on and the Payment secured but no Payments as Things

are arranged can be made here,

Mr Allison is continued Paymaster and comes out with me i
a Carriage as he is too Iow in Health to ride on horse. 1 havi
also the Pleasure of Major Seviers Company and we expect fo
leave this on Monday and proceed on Via Richmond as fast as
we can for Knoxville taking Jonesboro in onr way where I count
on the Pleasure of seeing you and speaking more at large

[Z0 John Sevier #]
Knoxville October 28th 1793

Dear Sir, i ‘

I find Evans’s Company will be at Home until Monday nex
which is pay day for them at thig place

It appears to me best to avoid the Charge of Partiality to ther
as well as to save public expence to discharge them ag well
Richardson’s and to that Purport T inelose you a Public Order
It will be easy to order them on duty on Monday next when the
will be generally here if wanted-— Short Services will show bes

1IE

he eye ©
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I not be wanting—- At the
] be _ta,ken by yourself ang
e minds of the People.—
believe as he comes down
- I consider him entirely
he should do so

ihe eye of the War Department that is that men are in service
nly when Necessity calls

To John Sevier
Knoxville, October 28th 1793—

You will please discharge Captain Fvan’s Company of
ounted Infantry of Knox County as well as Captain Richard-
n’s of Greene— I hope Captain Harrisons who are to be con-
wued in Service for the period they were called out will be
tficient enough at the different posts as mentioned to you for
w days until Richardsons & Fvan’s can recruit and if neces-
v until other companies of the same description can be called
or from Hawkins Sulivan or Jefferson—

er
phia August 28th 1793

Ju-dges a Letter which 1
ishington Superior Court
u not knowing how better
here. Whatever may be
rs I can assure you th .
yself in favour of thoge
wanting, .
| that the Northern Tribe
Wayne’s Army with the.
‘erritory and others can
Brethren to the South

wve been audited and re-
t no Payments as Things

To John Sevier
Friday Morning—[1793]

[arrison’s Horse are here and not to be mugtered nntil Tues-
: There are ten Indians in the Point between Campbell’s
he Garrison— The weather is fine and open & Time enough
‘Harrison to go and scour the Point for those ten Indians
ore Tunesday— He can go as far as Campbells tonight.

To John Sevier
Knoxville January 9th 1794

nd comes out with me in
0 ride on horse. T have
mpany and we expect to
IV”1a Richmond as fast as
0 our way where 1 count
ang more at large

]
ville October 28th 1793

ear Sir,
T have made a Peace with the Cherokees in which I have great
mith.— The Particulars are not worth mentioning and if they
ve it would take more Time than I have to spare to give
m— My anxiety to see you continues unabated— I beg
to come as soon as your Health will permit.— Mr Me-
ng?* at my Request had made you Debtor fora Piece
Tinnen which your son Joseph the Bearer will deliver to you.—
S.] Yon ought to write to Docr. ‘White® to push forward
6 Payment of your Brigade—?¢ General Smith & myself have

oth done so

[ome until Monday ‘next

rge of Partiality to them®
scharge them as well ag
se you a Public Order—
Mond.ay next when they
- Services will show best -

24Charles MeQlung was a lawyer, surveyor, and merchant of Knoxville, He was

iember of the Constitutional Convention of 1796.

25Dr. James White of Davidson County was elected delegate from the Southwest
'erritory to the United States Congress on September 3, 1794.

‘26Tn 1793, while Blount was on his vigit to Thiladelphia, the Cherckee Indians
aded the white settloments and killed settlers within a few miles of Knoxville. In
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[Zo John Sevier]
Knoxville February 9th 1794

Dear Sir, :
By your son Joseph T gend you some of the most interesting_'

Papers that 1 have received—. By the Publication of Genet’y
Instruetions you will see that his Conduet appears Justafied by
the Censnre falls on his Nation.— This looks as if peace would.

not continue with France—- By the last Post I had letters fro
my Brother but the Business of Cong i

that he gave me no Information as to

many very important Subjeets then.——

of seeing you here prior to the fourth M

I presume the Meeting of the Representativeg?’ will not (it neeq
not) eontinue above two days.— We enjoy a Very unexpected
degree of Peace. Good [sic] send it may continne.— I expect
to hear from the Chiefs on the Subject of Peace in the Courge
of this week T mean a permanent one—

To John Sevier

Knoxville March 20th 1795

Dear Sir, :

Letters from (feneral Robertson mform that the Chickasawy
have lately killed ten Crecks and made six Prisoners— '
a war between the Creeks and Chickasaws is beyond all doub
I am anxious for the Return of Major Evans to know what Pa;
the United States mean to act on the occasion.— All acconnt
from the Cherokees promise a Continuance of Peace with them:
I hope throughout the Summer.,

The last Letters fro
that Sevier’s Brigade will not be paid until an ap
money is by Congress made for that Purpose.-—
Doctor has offered a Bill to that effect.—
ence points out in stronger Terms the nec
preference to a territorial Government— I wigh you had hee
in Philadelphia during this session of Congress, you certainl

'8 men for their services in this eampaign,

of Representatives of the territorial legisly
wag February 24, 1794, :

Dear S
- Havin

PERESET
29J0hn
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= .

. : mi :ht have contributed to the Procuring Justice for the brave
cville February 9th 1794 -

;51.1 who had the Honor to serve under you—
General Smith is here and much hurt that the Payment has
1 delayed for a duty so essential to the Preservation & Happy-

e Publication of Genet’ 088 of the Country at the Time it was performed under hig

ii FOTI&E ig 113@ace woul .' To Isaac Shelby®®
8 08 a tt :

otters from Knoxville December 21st 1795
ar Sir, ‘
Having a direct Conveyance by a Citizen of your State I write

Jery late Information from a full Couneil of the Creek Chiefs
d at the Tuckabatchees and also from the lower Cherokees
ontinoe the pleasing assurances of Peace with the United States
which I place full Faith— The Creeks complain against the
feorgians for lately killing seventeen of their Nation upon the
onee River for taking a few Pumpking & corn from the Fields
hen they were very hungry yet they say they will not retaliate
t demand Satisfaction of the United States according fo the
reaty of New York.— The Creeks are algo determined to be
at Peace with the Chickasaws if the Chickasaws are willing and
ptain Chisholm® is now gone with overtures to that Purport
vom the Creek Chiefs to the Chickasaw Nation.—

aptain Chisholm is thus engaged as a Mediator between those
o nations by the authority of the Urited States.— Having
arself once been a Citizen in this Country I am induced to
elieve a List of the Members of Convention®*® will not be un-
acceptable to you— I inclose you such a List so far as I have
heard from the different Counties.— I also inclose you the last
Number of the Knoxville Gazette

yxville March 20th 1795

rm that the Chickasaws
e six Prisoners— Thus
ws 15 beyond all doubt—
ivans to know what Part
ecasion.—  All accounts
wnce of Peace with them

> say in positive Term.

intil an appropriation of
Purpose.— T hope th
— Hvery day’s experi
necessity for a State i
— 1 wish you had been
Congress, you certainl

ve policy that the United State

r led his froops in a suecessfu
as the Coosa River in Georgla
ced in this eampaign, :
ves of the territorial legislature:

28Tsane Shelby was governor of Kentucky.

20John Chisholm of Blount Conspiracy fame.

30lilections for delegates to the convention that framed the first constitution of
he state of Tennessee were held on December 18 and 19, 1795.




