Developing historical empathy:  Monuments and Documents

Students will use photographs of monuments along with famous speeches to develop an understanding of the people and their endeavors.  Monuments and speeches used include, Emancipation Memorial,  FD Roosevelt Memorial, “Fair Deal” speech, MLK monument, and “I have a Dream”.

This lesson may be used a week long lesson covering monuments and speeches, or may be broken down and included in the content era specific to the person.
During the course of the lesson students will be involved in the following:

Collaborative discussion
Interpreting primary sources

reading for detail

writing in response to reading text and interpreting visual images.

STANDARDS  CCSS
Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: “I Have a Dream Speech” and “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Martin Luther King, Jr.; “

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
Materials:

Monument powerpoint (also attached as individual photos so they can be zoomed in)

Copies of excerpts of speeches and or writings from Lincoln, Roosevelt, King (attached)
Lesson

Distribute handouts of necessary text materials for the activity being done.

Activity 1 (Teacher guided)

Materials
Monument Powerpoint – Emacipation Memorial

Lincoln handouts with excerpts

Display powerpoint of Emancipation Memorial on activeboard  
The teacher will ask students to read in small groups from the text, excerpts of speeches by Abraham Lincoln.  

The teacher will guide students using essential questioning to develop an understanding of how Lincoln felt toward slavery.  The teacher will also guide students in a discussion of how the slaves and free black people may have felt toward Lincoln.  The depth of questioning may depend on age group.

Questioning should include:

 can you find evidence supporting  the idea that Lincoln was undecided about how to handle the problem of slavery?

Can you find evidence of Lincoln’s understanding of the economic needs of the South?

Can you find evidence of Lincoln’s sympathies for the enslaved people?

Discussion:  How do you think the slaves felt toward President Lincoln?

How do you think free black people may have felt toward Lincoln?

Draw student attention to the activeboard displaying the monument.  

Have students describe the monument in their table groups.  Tell student to try to pay attention to small details as they describe the monument.  Ask students to discuss the feelings they get from viewing the monument.

Remind students of collaborative discussion guidelines if needed.

Role play:  Have two students briefly act out the idea of being enslaved and then set free by one man.  Have students assume the pose used in the picture.

You might have all children try this depending on the maturity and make up of the group – be sensitive!

Ask students to discuss in table groups how the role playing made them feel toward the person freeing them.

Bring students attention back to the picture of the memorial and guide them in a discussion of how the Monument depicts Lincoln as The Great Emancipator, bring student attention to the position of the hand above the slaves head, and to the position of the slave himself.

Have students write a reflective piece about this activity.

ACTIVITY 2

Materials: 

Monument Powerpoint - FDR

Fair Deal Speech

This second activity is similar to the first.  The students, however, should be more independent in their discussions.

Roosevelt’s “Square Deal” speech may require more interpretation in places than Lincoln.  You may also find the highlighted sections to be lengthy, but they can be shortened if needed.  Read and discuss the highlighted sections of the speech.  Have students discuss new vocabulary in their table groups.  Have students attempt to paraphrase Roosevelt’s words but retain the thoughts and sympathies he shows in the speech.

Guiding questions:

Ask students how they think people might have felt when they listened.  

Did you read evidence of Roosevelt’s compassion for all people. 

Did you read evidence of Roosevelt’s feelings of patriotism and duty to one’s country?

Bring student attention to the activeboard.  Show powerpoint of Roosevelt monument.  Pause at each picture and allow students to describe and discuss what they see.  Handouts of these pictures for each group may be helpful.
Lead collaborative discussion by asking students what they see in the memorial statues that they feel exemplifies the feelings expressed in the speech.   

Is there evidence in the memorial showing Roosevelt’s attitude of concern for all people?  What is the evidence and how does it show this? 

When students complete their discussions have them write reflective pieces on  the relationship between the speech and the memorial. 

Activity 3

Materials 

Monument powerpoint

Copies of excerpt “I Have A Drream”

Display photo of Martin Luther King Jr.’s monument

Students will view, read, and interpret portions of Martin Luther King’s, “I Have a Dream” speech.  In small groups have students read the excerpt of the speech.  Have students discuss guiding questions about MLK’s feelings about the struggle for equality.  

Direct group attention to the figurative language,   “…hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope…” . Have students discuss the meaning of the phrase.  Lead group discussion regarding the importance of this phrase.  Ask students to discuss how this may have been portrayed in the monument.

Students write reflectively in journals.
Assessment for this activity is formative and subjective.  The teacher should read over reflective pieces looking for evidence  connections being made and the development characteristics showing historical empathy.
