Deanna Blackburn

Declaration of Independence
TN SS Standards:  4.4.03a, 4.5.07b

Prior Knowledge: Students will have learned about the Revolutionary War. 

This is a 5 to 6 day unit / 45 min. each day
Day 1 & 2 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting.
Students will work in pairs. They will research a person from the list below. Their assignment is to find this person’s relevance to the Declaration of Independence. They are to list 4 or more facts about this person’s relevance and include a picture.

They are to take the information and make a short PowerPoint presentation. This PowerPoint will be shared on Day 3.  

People to Research:

John Adams       Thomas Jefferson      Benjamin Franklin      Roger Sherman      Robert Livingston

John Hancock    Richard Henry Lee     John Dunlap                King George lll

Day 3

Students will present and discuss their PowerPoint presentations. 

Day 4 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.9a Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”).
Students will be given an index card with the name of a character to perform in the Reader’s Theater of the Declaration of Independence. 

Each student will be given a copy of the Reader’s Theater/Declaration of Independence. 

Give the students time to highlight and quietly read their parts. 

Students will sit in a circle to read/act out their part. 

(Reader’s Theater/Declaration of Independence is included in this unit)

Day 5/6
The teacher will show a short PowerPoint presentation of images of the Declaration of Independence. These primary sources include, but are not limited to:

*The first edited copy by Thomas Jefferson
*The edited copy by congress with deletions

*The copy that was printed and passed out to the people

*The signed handwritten copy 

*The smudge where T. Jefferson changed the word “subjects” to “citizens”.

* Bill Barker reading the Declaration of Independence
http://www.monticello.org/podcasts/media/jeffersons_words/declaration.mp3
Assessment:
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2e Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.
Many believe that the most famous and important words in the English language are in a quote from the Declaration of Independence:

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
Pursuit of Happiness."
Think about the events leading up to the writing of the Declaration of Independence and how the Declaration of Independence protects the rights of United States citizens. Explain what the quote means. Use evidence from what you have learned to help you support your explanation.  
Reader’s Theater
Declaration of Independence

Deanna Blackburn

Cast:

 Narrator

Committee of Five:

 John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, Robert Livingston 
John Hancock, Richard Henry Lee, John Dunlap, King George III
Narrator:  In 1776 the people of the 13 colonies had had enough!  They were tired of the way they were being treated by King George III of England. 

King George :  Taxes! I want more taxes!!!!

Everyone : (Boo, Boo!)
Narrator:  The people were tired of all the control King George had on them.

King George :  No new settlers can come to America! I make the laws! If you break a law you have to come to England for a trial by MY judges! You can’t trade goods with anyone but England. Remember, I want those taxes!

Everyone: ( Boo, Boo!)
Narrator:  King George was a tyrant. He didn’t care about the people in America. 

King George:  Furthermore, I am sending my soldiers to you. They are to live in your homes. They can do whatever they want to do. You have to take care of them. 

Narrator:  The people asked King George to stop, but he just kept on doing bad things. 

The people were fed up! In the summer of 1776, Richard Henry Lee presented a resolution to the Continental Congress. 

Richard Henry Lee:  The time has come for us to declare our independence from England.  I present to you “That these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent states, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be totally dissolved.” 

Everyone:   (Clap hands, Yay!)
Narrator:  Congress appointed a “Committee of Five” to write a letter to King George declaring their independence from England.  

Benjamin Franklin:  Men, we were chosen to write this letter to King George. We must choose our words carefully.

Roger Sherman:  We need to let King George know that we will be in control of our own government. 

Robert Livingston:  We should include the rights we have as citizens and the reasons why we are declaring our independence. We will put all the bad things he has done to us in our letter. 

Committee of Five: Yes, I agree. 

Benjamin Franklin:  John Adams, I think you should write this letter for us.

John Adams:  No, my friend Thomas Jefferson is a great writer. I know that he will be able to write a letter that will let King George know how we feel and what we are going to do about it.  I suggest that we let Mr. Jefferson write this letter. 

Committee of Five:  That is a great idea. Mr. Jefferson, will you write it?

Thomas Jefferson:  Yes, I will write this letter declaring our independence from England.  

When I am finished writing this letter I would like for Benjamin Franklin and John Adams to help me edit it. Is that agreed?

Benjamin Franklin and John Adams: Yes, we will help you edit it.

Robert Livingston and Roger Sherman:  Well then, you better get to work.
Narrator:  Thomas Jefferson wrote the entire declaration in one day!

Thomas Jefferson: Phew! I am finished. Now, let’s edit this letter and get it ready to present to Congress. 

Narrator:  The letter was presented to Congress. Congress wanted to do their own editing. They worked through the night deleting a few of the things that Thomas Jefferson had written. He wasn’t very happy about this, but he knew there wasn’t time to argue about it. On July 4, 1776 the members of Congress adopted the declaration. America was now independent of England! Church bells all over Philadelphia were ringing!
Everyone: (bell sounds )
John Adams:  This day “ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, from one end of this continent to the other, from this time forward forever more.”

Everyone: (fireworks sounds!)
John Hancock:  We must get this declaration in the people’s hands. We have to get copies made and share this with everyone! We must immediately take this to the official printer of Congress, John Dunlap!

Everyone: (Running feet sound)
John Hancock: (huffing) Mr. Dunlap, we have a very important document that needs to be copied. Will you stop what you are doing and print this?

John Dunlap: Yes Sir! How many copies should I make?

John Hancock: We need 200 copies.

John Dunlap: No problem, I will have them made as fast as I can. 

Narrator: Copies of the declaration were passed out and read to the people. By July 9th all thirteen colonies had signified their approval. On July 19th Congress was able to order that the Declaration be "fairly engrossed on parchment . . .and that the same, when engrossed, be signed by every member of Congress." 
On August 2nd it was signed.

John Hancock: Since I am the President of Congress I will sign the Declaration of Independence first. I am going to sign it large enough so that  King George can see it without his spectacles!

Everyone: (Laughing)

Benjamin Franklin: "Yes, we must, indeed, all hang together, or most assuredly we shall all hang separately.”

Narrator: The Declaration was signed by 56 delegates from the 13 original colonies. Its brave and fiery words inspired the citizens and was the beginning of an independent nation. 

