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Introductory Activity:
Pose the following questions to the students: What are the circumstances in which you’d be willing to risk losing your life?


Have students share.  

Activity One
After they’ve had time to share, tell them we will be watching a video that includes footage of the Pilgrims explaining why they have come to the new world.  Show video of Plymouth (starts out with pictures of Plymouth, England and then pictures of our trip and clips of the Pilgrims in Plymouth speaking)  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=suz2onzacNw  (The music can be turned down, until the Pilgrims come up to speak)

Have students write down the reasons that the Pilgrims give for coming to the Americas.

Then, divide students into groups and give them the Mayflower Compact.

Have the groups answer the following questions:
According to the compact what were their biggest fears for their community?
What were their hopes for their community?

What were the specific rules for the community?
Did they still consider themselves to still be British?

How does it appear that religion plays into the document?

After they’ve finished, we will review their answers.  
Activity Two
Show the YouTube video we made of Miles Standish.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9XpKxAmCK4&feature=youtu.be 

How does he say they chose the leaders?

What does this say about the community?

Who are the “naturals” and how does he feel about them?

Writing Extension: Pretend you are a citizen of Plymouth.  Write a letter home about your experience.  As you write, think about these things:  Are you a man or woman?  How long have you been there?  What is your primary duty in the process of your day?  What does the landscape look like?  What new animals have you found or seen?  Are you a Pilgrim or a Stranger?
Strategies from TAH: 

Exploring a Primary Source
Plymouth trip
Curriculum SPIs:
8.5.3. 
Differentiate between a primary and secondary source.

8.1.5
Identify how religion contributed to early American society (i.e., impact on government, education, social norms, slavery, tolerance).
8.3.1
Recognize the causes and examples of migration and immigration in early America (i.e., land, religion, money, pioneer spirit, indentured servitude, displacement, and slavery).
8.5.11
Identify conclusions about historical events using primary and secondary sources.
8.6.4 
Identify the role of institutions in furthering both continuity and change (i.e., governments, churches, families, schools, communities).
Technology Used:

Promethean board, PowerPoint, Video from our trip to Plymouth
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