“Coming to America”
Beth Richards, Sevier County High School

Objectives/Purpose: This unit has been created to cover the Immigration process during the late 19th century through Ellis Island and into NYC.

Grade: 11th 
Lesson Unit Time: Three 90-minute blocks

Day One: Introduce Immigration & Ellis Island (the process)
· Lecture: 10-15 minutes to explain the process (Coming to America PowerPoint presentation)
· Textbook: in small groups, read section in text.

· Ellis Island Worksheets
· Ellis island slideshow (pictures taken during TAH Summer Field Study 2012)
· Immigrant Political Cartoon Worksheet

· Melting Pot School House Rock PowerPoint presentation
· Watch clip from School House Rock: “The Great American Melting Pot” YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=32l3sTFRFX8  

· Discuss video

· Exit ticket: Why is American culture considered a “melting pot” culture?

Day Two: The Statue of Liberty & From Ellis to the Mainland
· Recap main points from previous lessons with bell-ringer

· Statue of Liberty PowerPoint presentation

· Small groups: read “The New Colossus” by Emma Lazarus and discuss the poem’s significance to immigration

· Map Activity Worksheets (ethnicities of neighborhoods)

· Lecture (tenement housing, jobs, etc)

Day Three: Wrap-up with discussion and test

Materials:
· Coming to America PowerPoint

· Ellis Island Worksheet (PDF)
· Immigrants at Ellis Island Worksheet (PDF)

· Immigrant Political Cartoon Worksheet (PDF)

· Melting Pot School House Rock PowerPoint

· School House Rock “The Great American Melting Pot” YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=32l3sTFRFX8      

· Statue of Liberty PowerPoint

· The New Colossus by Emma Lazarus
· Map Activity Worksheet (PDF) 

· Map Transparency Worksheet (PDF)
State Standards covered: 

Era 6: Industrial Development of the United States (1870-1900)

Learning Expectations:

Standard Number 1.0: Culture

· Understand how industrial development affected the United States culture.

· Understand how the influx of immigrants after 1880 affected United States’ culture.

Standard Number 6.0: Individuals Groups and Interactions

· Appreciate the diversity of various cultures and their influences on the United States.

State Performance Indicators 
· 6.4 Identify patterns of immigration and the causal factors that led to immigration to the United States of America (i.e., crop famines, European social and political unrest, religious freedom) 
· 6.5 Distinguish the differences in assimilation of “old” vs. “new” immigration. (i.e., languages, settlement patterns, education, employment, housing, Nativist reaction, religion, geographic origin)
Performance Indicators Teacher:

As documented through teacher observation, 

· 6.1 Trace the stages of America’s westward growth through the analysis of maps and primary source accounts

· 6.3 Summarize why America is a “nation of immigrants”
· 6.6 Associate economic interests with their respective geographic regions 
· 6.7 Identify the effects of political patronage upon local and national politics
