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Project description:

I will write a historical play on a fourth grade level that will include the following key points:

· It is important that students learn about the harsh conditions that settlers of Jamestown endured on their journey to America, as well as, the hardships that they faced in trying to survive the winter at Jamestown.

· I want to convey the relationship that the colonist had with the Powhatan Indians that lived nearby. This will include the colonists taking Indians’ land and destroying their crops, in which led to the Powhatan Indians revenge on the settlers trapping them in the fort at Jamestown.

· The important role that the Wampanoag Indians played in the survival of the Plymouth colony.

· Compare and contrast the settlements of Jamestown and Plymouth and their relationship with the Powhatan and Wampanoag’s Indians.

· The importance of religion in both colonies.

Synopsis of Play:

The play will begin with a teenage, trouble making boy, Edward, being exiled from England. He will become one of the first settlers in Jamestown. Also, he will be one of the few survivors at Jamestown. Years later, he receives a hand delivered letter telling him that his family is in Plymouth. They are some of the pilgrims that are on board the Mayflower. Mr. William Mullins and his wife, Sarah; and the two other children, Joseph and Priscilla. They have great hopes of one day seeing Edward. The play will end with Edward finally being reunited with his family in Plymouth. (There will be several characters that will convey the key points of the play through dialog.)

Strategies explored from TAH and/or other trainings:

I was fortunate enough to attend History Day at U.T. last year. There were some plays performed by some very talented students that got my attention. I really enjoyed reading Lorri Glover and Daniel Blake Smith’s, The Shipwreck that Saved Jamestown. I learned so much from the book. I plan to combine these two genres and enlighten my students on the incredible journey of survival that these settlers encountered. Children enjoy reading plays. I think students would learn a lot from a play that portrayed a realistic prospective of the settlement of Jamestown and Plymouth; and their relationship with their neighboring Indian tribes, the Powhatans and the Wampanoags.

Social Studies Curriculum  SPI’s:
4.1.2
Identify cultural groups who inhabited North America in the 17th century (i.e.,

Puritans, Quakers, Spanish, French).
4.1.4 Examine  how Native American Culture changed as a result of contact with European cultures (i.e., decreased population, spread of disease, increased conflict, loss of territory, increase of trade).

4.2.3
Identify major industries of Colonial America using a map of the original 13

colonies.
4.2.4
Recognize the differences between a barter system and a money system.

4.3.3
Recognize the reasons settlements are founded on major river systems (i.e.,

transportation, manmade boundaries, food and water sources).

4.3.8
Identify cause and effect relationships between population distribution and


environmental issues (i.e., water supply, air quality, solid waste).

Reading and Language Arts SPI’s:
4.1.4 Identify characters, setting, and plot in a passage.

4.1.5 Determine the problem of a story and recognize its solution.

4.1.12 
Evaluate texts for elements of fact/opinion and reality/fantasy.

4.1.14 Interpret information using a chart, map, or timeline.

4.1.16
Indicate the sequence of events in print (fiction and non-fiction) and in non-print

texts.

4.1.17 Make predictions about text.

4.1.18 Identify different forms of text (e.g., poems, and drama, fiction, non-fiction).

4.1.20
Recognize cause and effect relationships within text.

4.1.22 Determine appropriate inferences and draw conclusions from text.

4.1.25 Identify the author’s purpose (to entertain, to inform, to persuade, to share feelings).  

Technology used:

Internet

Discovery Education 

Promethean Board

PrometheanPlanet.com

Time allotted:

To introduce and read play - 30 to 40 minutes (This will be one day of a multiday lesson.)

Method of assessment:

· Pre-test and Post-test

· Venn diagram, compare and contrast the Jamestown colony to the Plymouth colony.

· Write a descriptive paragraph about the relationship between the Jamestown colony and the Powhatan Indians OR the Plymouth colony and the Wampanoags.

· Locate on a Map: Plymouth, Massachusetts, Jamestown, Virginia, James River, and Chesapeake Bay

Character List

Scene I

Narrator I

Mr. Mullins – Edward’s father

Mrs. Mullins – Edward’s mother

Joseph – Edward’s brother

Priscilla – Edward’s sister

Edward – troubled young man

Captain I 

Pipi – deck hand and friend of Edward

James – passenger from ship

Marrs – passenger from ship

Chief Powhatan – leader of the Powhatan Indians

Indians –

Scene II

Narrator II

Edward

Pipi

Captain II

Scene III

Narrator II

Captain II

Pipi

Paul

Priscilla

William

Edward

Mr. & Mrs. Mullins, Joseph & Priscilla

SCENE I

Narrator I – It’s a cold spring morning in March. There’s a thick fog at the pier. People are coming from all directions to board the ship. Edward’s parents have come to say good-bye. It’s a bitter sweet good-bye because Edward had always been a troubled child.

Mr. Mullins – Son, I hope that going to America will give you a new beginning.

Mrs. Mullins – (tears in her eyes) Edward, we will miss you. Please take care of yourself and one day we hope to see you in America.

Joseph and Priscilla – We love you.

Edward – I am going to miss you. Next time we meet I hope to be a new and better person. I do not wish to be locked away in jail again.

Captain I – All aboard!

Family – Good-bye and our blessings.

Edward – Bye and I love you.

Narrator I – The ship leaves the dock. The passengers watch as the land begins to go out of sight.

Pipi – (deck hand) Hello mate, what’s your name?

Edward – I’m Edward and who might you be?

Pipi – “Pipi” You’re in for a long and rough journey. You will be okay, but when the waves get high, you will get sick.

Edward – About how long will it take us to get to America?

Pipi – Perhaps, two months or more. It depends on the weather.

Narrator I – Night fall comes and the ocean is calm.

Edward – Wahoo! Have you ever seen this many stars? It’s beautiful. I feel like we are all alone on this Earth.

Pipi – The stars are beautiful, but they help to guide us in the right direction toward America.

Narrator I – It’s day 55 and the passengers are becoming weary. They are thin and hungry. Food is becoming scarce and is being rationed.

Captain I – From now on, we must eat sparingly.

Pipi – We are about to enter a storm. The waves are growing higher and higher. Edward, you are going to be okay.

Edward – I am so weak and sick.

Narrator I – (day 66) A lookout in the crows nest says, I see land. It was none too soon because several people had already died and many passengers were very sick. 

Everyone – Yeah!

Narrator I – The ship traveled up the James River and anchored near the shore and took small boats to go ashore. Edward got out of the boat and lay down on the warm sand.

Edward – I never thought that I would see land again. Thank you so much heavenly father for allowing me to survive this journey.

James – Our first order of business is to find a suitable place to build shelters.

Marrs – We can clear this area by the river and build here.

Narrator I – They chopped down trees, cleared land, and began to build. The settlers were hungry and were having trouble finding food. Indians had been watching them for awhile. The settlers were unaware of them. An Indian Chief and a small band of them go into the settlers’ camp and greet them using welcome sign language.

Powhatan Chief – I am the Chief Powhatan (Wahunsenacawh), leader of the Powhatan Indians, and we have come to help you.

Two Indians – (talking to Edward and Pipi) We will show you berries to eat, where to fish, and the best place to hunt deer.

Narrator I – The Indians and Settlers had a good relationship for awhile. Then something happened. The settlers were taking more and more of the Indians’ land.

Marrs – Let’s take our hoes and mattocks and destroy the Powhatans’ crops, that will show those Indians who their dealing with.

James – Do you think that is a good idea? (Marrs walks away)

Marrs – (in the fort days after destroying the Indians’ crops) Two men went hunting yesterday and have not returned. I am going to look for them. (Marrs leaves the fort)

Pipi – We should not have bothered the Powhatans’ crops.

Edward – (sees Marrs coming through the fort’s gates) Marrs did you find them?

Marrs – Yes, dead! They had arrows in their chests.

Narrator I – Winter was upon the Jamestown settlers. They had little food because the Powhatans would kill them if they left the fort. The drinking water at the fort was not good and made many people sick. Many days pass,

conditions in the fort worsened.

Pipi – Edward, yesterday  I saw Ben and Charles fighting over a rat. I was so hungry, I almost joined in.

Edward – There’s one! (Pipi grabs it.) They ate it raw and thought it was great.

Narrator I – People were eating everything: shoe leather, rats, snakes, bugs, and well, let’s just say when people died, the bodies were not wasted. Only a few settlers survived the winter.

Edward – (looking out of the fort) Ship, I see a ship coming up the James River!

Pipi – James, we have made it. I know that they have food and can help us.

SECNE II

Narrator – Captain II comes ashore with a group of his crew. They brought many more settlers and food. (Jamestown will flourish in years to come.)

Edward – (to Pipi) I long to see my father, William; my mother, Sarah; and my brother and sister, Joseph and Priscilla. When I left England, father told me that one day they would join me in America. I wish they were here.

Pipi – I have no family. I can not remember ever having one. I am an orphan.

Captain II – There is a new settlement north of here called Plymouth. Many people are leaving England to settle there. I will be going there in a few weeks.

Edward – Will you take a letter with you and give it to William Mullins, if he is there?

Captain II – Certainly my lad.

SCENE III

Narrator – Captain II leaves Jamestown; weeks later his ship arrives in Plymouth. Captain II finds these settlers well off compared to the Jamestown settlers. They are walking through the Plymouth settlement.

Captain II – Sir, do you know of William Mullins?

Paul – Yes, he and his family live over there. (pointing to a modest cabin) 

Captain II – Thank you and good day.

Narrator II – Captain II walking to the cabin and knocks on the door. A young girl comes to the door.

Captain II – Is your father here? 

Priscilla – No, he is working the crops with the help of Squanto. (Tisquantum was a Pawtuxet and they belonged to the Wampanoag confederation of tribes. Squanto could speak English.)

Captain II – I have a letter for him from your brother, Edward.

Priscilla – Thank you, Lord, he’s alive! Momma, Joseph – Edward is alive!

Papa had a letter from him. (William arrives home.)

William – (He reads the letter aloud.) Father, I have survived the harshest of times. I can not tell of the things that I have done to survive. They are unspeakable. I hope that this letter finds you and everyone in good health. I know that your prayers have been detrimental in my survival thus far. I long to see all of you. Until we meet, Edward

Narrator II –  Captain II left Plymouth and arrived at Jamestown. Upon arriving, he saw Edward in town and handed him the letter from his father. Edward opens his letter and reads it silently with tears streaming from his eyes.

Edward – Dear Edward, Our prayers have been answered; you’re alive.

Edward, you must leave Jamestown and join us here in Plymouth. Our cabin awaits you. We have soil, good for growing crops and drinking water fit for a King. We have good relations with the Wampanoag Indians. We have negotiated a peace treaty with Massasoit, leader of the Wampanoag Indians. He has been to William Bradford’s house and met with Governor John Carver. Massasoit is a friend and ally of our Plymouth Colony. Hobbamock, another Wampanoag, lives just outside of the walls of Plymouth. He is a translator and guide. Hobbamock has taught us a lot about fishing, hunting, and gardening. Please, Edward, come to Plymouth on the first ship you can get on. We await you with open arms. Your loving father and family.

Edward – I must grab my sack and find the Captain. (Captain II is walking toward the dock where the ship is docked.)

Edward – (shouts) Captain! Captain!

Captain II – How can I help you?

Edward – Captain, my family is in Plymouth and they have asked me to join them. When you leave for Plymouth can I be a passenger on your ship?

Captain II – Yes, I talked with your family and they are eager to see you. (Edward walks back to the Jamestown settlement to say good-bye to Pipi.)

Edward – Pipi, I am going to Plymouth to be with my family. Will you go with me?

Pipi – I wish you well, but I will stay here. I think Jamestown will thrive in years to come. This will be my home. (A few days have passed. Edward boards the ship. Pipi and Edward wave good-bye knowing that they will probably never see each other again.)

Narrator II – Upon arrival in Plymouth, Edward leaves the ship and walks toward the Plymouth Plantation (Plimoth Plantation), outside the gate to the plantation Edward is greeted.

Mr. and Mrs. Mullins, Joseph and Priscilla (all shout) Edward! Edward! It’s such a blessing to see you. (They all hug each other.) We will never be apart again. Welcome home.

THE END 

