A Matter of Perspective: The Battle of Antietam
Rebecca Byrd, TAH Summer Study Tour 2013 Lesson Plan

Objectives:  The learner will translate descriptions of troop movements from Lee’s “lost orders” into a military map.

 The learner will analyze photographs of Antietam Bridge to determine the advantages and disadvantages of each side in the attack.  

The learner will make predictions concerning the attack on Antietam Bridge and reflect on the accuracy of the predictions.

Length: Two 45 minute class periods
Standards: 8.5.spi.6. classify the characteristics of major historic events into causes and effects (i.e., exploration, colonization, revolution, expansion, and Civil War)
8.5.spi.10. interpret maps, time lines and charts that illustrate key elements of history 
8.5.spi.11. identify conclusions about historical events using primary and secondary sources

Materials:  

Quiz with answers underlined ( You will need to create this yourself based on previous day’s lesson)
Lee’s “Lost Orders” handout
Mapping Lee’s Orders handout (This activity was adapted from http://www.nps.gov/anti/forteachers/upload/Teacher-Packet-high-school-2-2.pdf)
Antietam PowerPoint (This was adapted from PowerPoint from http://www.nps.gov/anti/forteachers/curriculummaterials.htm)
Union Perspective of bridge handout

Confederate Perspective of bridge handout

Antietam Three: Graphic Organizer (2 pages)

Civil War Trust Animated Battle Map http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/antietam/maps/antietam-animated-map.html
Procedure:

Day 1

Introductory Activity- Prepare “quiz” with the correct answers underlined or otherwise indicated.  Pass out quizzes at beginning of class.  Make no mention of answers.  Allow students to realize that the correct answers are marked.  Ask: Should you be able to make a 100 since the answers are marked?  Why?  Explain that before the Battle of Antietam, McClellan received a copy of Lee’s plan that had been accidently left behind.  Ask students what effect that should have on the coming battle?
Mapping Lee’s Orders-  Divide the students into groups and give each group two copies of Lee’s orders and one copy of the map.  Students will need 6 crayons or colored pencils to complete the activity.  Explain that the students will read the orders and then convert that information into a military map. Students should work together to complete the activity.  The teacher will circulate to answer questions as the students work.  When groups are finished, discuss the advantages and disadvantages of Lee’s plan.

Antietam PowerPoint- Show students the Antietam PowerPoint. Discuss the battle map and the photographs on each slide.  Discuss the differences in perspective between the modern and historic photographs. (This activity may be completed on Day 2).

Day 2
Antietam Three Activity- Have students return to their groups.  Each group will receive the graphic organizer and either the Union or Confederate perspective photo card.  Circulate among the groups to answer questions that arise.  After groups have completed the first task, have them trade photo cards with a group that has the other perspective and complete the second half of the graphic organizer. Students should then turn the page over and answer questions 1-3.  Discuss responses
Animated Battle Map- Show students the portions of the animation titled Burnside’s Bridge and The Final Attack. Students should complete questions 4-5.  Discuss
Conclusion- Remind students that they made a prediction about the Battle of Antietam at the beginning of day one.  Ask them if their prediction was correct.  Discuss.  Have them complete an exit card that uses the following topic “As a result of the Battle of Antietam, I predict that…” You may use some of these ideas as a starting point for a follow up lesson on the consequences of Antietam.

Extension:  Show students the lithograph from the first slide of the PowerPoint again. Ask them to discuss its accuracy based on the photos they examined.  The lithograph was created in 1888 by a company called Kurtz and Allison.  They produced a series of lithographs on the Civil War.  This was a period of reminiscence for Civil War veterans and several companies produced similar prints to capitalize on the that trend.  Ask students to speculate on the reasons for the perspective of the print given that information.   
