1850’s Timeline Activity 

Teacher’s Guide and Answer Key

The timeline activity can be used to introduce the unit or as a review.

Give each student a timeline card and a few minutes to come up with a brief description of each event using their notes or textbook. Students should then organize themselves into a human timeline. Give each student a moment to describe their event. Discuss

Events for the Timeline
1848
Wilmot Proviso

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

Free Soil party formed

Seneca Falls Convention

Gold discovered at Sutter’s Mill in California

1850
Compromise of 1850

Fugitive Slave Act 

1852
Uncle Tom’s Cabin published

1854
Kansas-Nebraska Act passed

Republican party organized

1856
Violence takes center stage in “Bleeding Kansas”

Charles Sumner attacked in the Senate

1857
Supreme Court announces the Dred Scott v. Sandford decision

An economic depression (or “panic”) sweeps through the United States

1858
Lincoln-Douglas debates

1859
John Brown raids Harpers Ferry, Virginia (now West Virginia)

1860
Abraham Lincoln wins the presidential election

South Carolina secedes from the Union

