








Slave testimony and photographic evidence refuted
the Southern defense of slavery as a benign, patriar-
chal institution. Beatings, whippings, starvation,
even murder, were utilized to maintain discipline
and order. One runaway slave named Moses Roper
reported that he regularly received one hundred to
two hundred lashes from his owner and once had
his head soaked in tar and set on fire. This image,
sent home during the Civil War by Frederick W.

Mercer, assistant surgeon from the Forty-seventh
Massachusetts Regiment, depicts a runaway slave
from Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Mercer examined
four hundred other runaways and found many “to
be as badly lacerated as the specimen presented in
the enclosed photograph.” William C. Davis et al.,
eds., The Image of War (New York, 1982), 3:211.
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CONTRABANDS

early 1860s

“Before” and “after”
photographs of
Jackson, an escaped
slave enlisted as a
drummer boy in the
Union army. Such
: enlistment was illegal or
< contraband before the signing of

~F
" the Emancipation Proclamation.
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